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Project “Georgian Jews - History and Culture”

History of Jewish people in Georgia commenced thousands of years ago. According to
“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Life of Kartli), a collection of Georgian chronicles, compiled in the Mid-
dle Ages, the first migration of Jews and their settling in Mtskheta was in the 6th century
BC. Later migration of the Jews to Georgia has taken place several times and they settled
in different regions.

Irrespective of certain assimilation, Georgian Jews have maintained their religion, tradi-
tions and originality for many centuries.

Historical-ethnographic museum of Georgian Jews operated in Georgia in 1933-51 period.
Its collection was created on the basis of regional scientific-ethnographic expeditions. Col-
lection of the museum illustrates the culture and everyday life of the Jews in Georgia. It in-
cludes the ethnographic, religious, ritual items, manuscripts, garments, cloths, accessories,
paintings and drawings depicting life of Georgian Jews by the artists Shalom Koboshvili
(1876-1941) and David Gvelesiani (1890-1949) created especially for the museum in 1930-
ies. In 1951 the museum was closed as the center of Zionism and after seizure (confisca-
tion) of Synagogue building the collection was distributed (moved) to different museums
and the exhibits are maintained (kept) there up to present.

Georgian National Museum pays particular attention to study of Jewish collection, the
issues of restoration and conservation, as well as popularization. Due to the projects im-
plemented for the last decade the collection was put into order, exhibition was arranged
and the publications were prepared. In different exhibition areas of Georgian National Mu-
seum the exhibitions of Jewish collections were arranged, 4 catalogues were published, in-
cluding new attributions and dating of the exhibits resulting from the scientific researches.
Each of the projects includes education programs as well.

In 2006, in 1. Grisashvili Museum of Thilisi History the anniversary exhibition of Shalom Ko-
boshvili was organized and complete catalogue was published. In 2008, in the same Mu-
seum, the project “Eternal Flame. Culture and Habit of Georgian Jews” was implemented
(exhibition, catalogue). In 2010, at Shalva Amiranashvili Museum of Fine Art the exhibition
was organized and the catalogue “Georgian Jews. History and Culture” was published. In
2012, in the National Parliamentary Library of Georgia was opened the exhibition ded-
icated to Hanukkah. In 2013, at Dimitri Shevardnadze National Gallery hosted the Anni-
versary exhibition “Cultural Heritage of Georgian Jews” and the accompaning and the
catalogue was published.

In 2014, at the exhibition hall of reconstructed David Baazov Museum of the History of
Jews was displayed part of the Jewish collections.

In 2014-2015, Georgian National Museum implemeted project “Jewish Cultural Heritage
in the Collections of Georgian National Museum” funded by the Rothschild Foundation
grant. The frame work of the project the restoration of the exhibits was finalized and the
database was created. Preventive conservation measures were taken as well. In 2014, at S.
Janashia Museum of Georgia Jewish collections were exhibited. It is planned to organize
the exhibition of the items restored in the frame of the project.



