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1939 Golden robe (The bride’s wedding dress). 19 C. Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Akhaltsikhe 1940
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History of Jewish people in Georgia commenced thousands of years ago. According to
“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Life of Kartli), a collection of Georgian chronicles, compiled in the 2
Middle Ages, the first migration of Jews and their settling in Mtskheta was in the 6th cen- aﬂ@f DTy v a
tury BC. Later migration of the Jews to Georgia has taken place several times and they 3. 3mdmdzomo. bgm®Bobm godob 3sBmg
settled in different regions. Sh. Koboshvili. Pattering of a wedding dress. 1939
Irrespective of certain assimilation, Georgian Jews have maintained their religion, tradi- .

tions and originality for many centuries.

Historical-ethnographic museum of Georgian Jews operated in Georgia in 1933-51 peri-
od. Its collection was created on the basis of regional scientific-ethnographic expeditions.
Collection of the museum illustrates the culture and everyday life of the Jews in Georgia.
It includes the ethnographic, religious, ritual items, manuscripts, garments, cloths, ac-
cessories, paintings and drawings depicting life of Georgian Jews by the artists Shalom
Koboshvili (1876-1941) and David Gvelesiani (1890-1949) created especially for the muse-
umin 1930-ies.In 1951 the museum was closed as the center of Zionism and after seizure
(confiscation) of Synagogue building the collection was distributed (moved) to different
museums and the exhibits are maintained (kept) there up to present. Part of these collec-
tions is represented on the exhibition in the David Baazov museum of Jewish History after
it's re-establishmentin 2014.

Jewish Wedding tradition in Georgia includes many interesting rituals and customs, with
specific characteristics in each region, as illustrated in the works of Sh. Koboshvili and D.
Gvelesiani and collection of ethnographic materials. “Sugar-Bread” (Engagement cere-
mony), “Taking a Bride to the bath"- ancient Jewish tradition-rising and spiritual purifi-
cation of the bride at the“Mikve”- ritual bath of synagogue, “Ajla — the wedding room”is a
special ritual of the Jews of Akhaltsikhe. Koboshvili's works deserve particular interest. The
painter who grew up in Akhaltsikhe depicts the special rituals characteristic for the Jews
living in the region, with apparent oriental influence. Koboshwvili's narrative pictures create dBm 3ods (Jomol bogmBBobm
chronicals of the life of Georgian Jews. Exitbeefil) B

Golden robe (The bride’s wedding ~ 32&°6deob 306bsbmgo. XIXL.  bogm@Boenm ea@basgo. XIX b.
dress). 19 C. Bride’s towel. 19" C. Wedding vase. 19 C.

©. 3399b0s60. 3s@sdmob bgmgdol Jgmgdgs nboom. 1936
D. Gvelesiani. Colouring the bride’s hands. 1936
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Socks. 19" C.

65D6sba. XIX b.
Pattern of silk. 19" C.
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Sh. Koboshvili. Jayzy — The inventory of trousseau. 1939



