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d. gvelesiani. xufa - saqorwino rituali
D. Gvelesiani. Khupa – ritual of wedding ceremony

gabroilovi. kabaluli - patarZlis cekva
Gabroilov. Kabaluli – bride’s dance

S. koboSvili. ajla
Sh. Koboshvili. Ajla – wedding room

d. gvelesiani. ebraeli patarZali
D. Gvelesiani. The Jewish bride. 1937

oqrokaba (qalis saqorwino tansacmeli).XIX s.
Golden robe (The bride’s wedding dress). 19th C.

oqrokaba (qalis saqorwino tansacmeli).XIX s.
Golden robe (The bride’s wedding dress). 19th C.

S. koboSvili. axalcixeli ebraeli patarZali 1940
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Akhaltsikhe 1940
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saqarTveloSi ebraeli xalxis istoria aTaswleulebs iTvlis. „qar-
Tlis cxovrebis“ cnobiT, ebraelTa pirveli migracia da maTi mcxeTa-
Si damkvidreba  Zv. w. VI saukuniT TariRdeba. SemdgomSic ar Semwydara 
ebraelTa migracia da maTi dasaxleba saqarTvelos sxvadasxva kuTxeSi. 
miuxedavad Tanamdevi asimilaciisa, qarTvelma ebraelobam sauku-
neebis manZilze SeinarCuna sakuTari religia, tradiciebi da TviT-
myofadi kultura. 
saqarTvelos ebraelTa istoriul-eTnografiuli muzeumi TbilisSi 
1933-1951 wlebSi funqcionirebda. saqarTveloSi ebraelTa kulturisa 
da yofis amsaxveli samuzeumo koleqcia regionaluri samecniero-eT-
nografiuli eqspediciebis safuZvelze Segrovda. aq warmodgenilia 
eTnografiuli, religiuri Tu ritualuri daniSnulebis nivTebi, xel-
nawerebi, samosi, qsovilebi, aqsesuarebi, aseve ferweruli da grafiku-
li namuSevrebi, romlebic 1930-ian wlebSi muzeumisTvis sagangebod 
Seiqmna. Salom koboSvilisa (1876-1941) da daviT gvelesianis (1890-1949) 
namuSevrebSi gansakuTrebiT sainteresod da xatovnadaa gadmocemuli 
qarTvel ebraelTa cxovreba.
1951 wels, muzeumi daixura, rogorc sionizmis kera, xolo sinagogis 
Senobis konfiskaciis Semdgom, koleqciebi gadanawilda sxvadasxva 
muzeumSi, sadac es eqsponatebi dRemdea daculi. 2014 wels aRdgenil 
daviT baazovis ebraelTa istoriis muzeumis eqspoziciaSi am koleqci-
is nawilia gamofenili.
ebrauli qorwinebis tradicia  saqarTveloSi bevr saintereso ritu-
alsa da wes-Cveulebas moicavs sxvadasxva kuTxisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli 
TaviseburebebiT, romlebic asaxulia S. koboSvilisa da d. gvelesianis 
namuSevrebSi da gamdidrebulia eTnografiuli eqsponatebis koleqciiT. 
“Saqar-puri” (niSnobis ceremonia), “patarZlis wayvana abanoSi” ebraelTa 
uZveless saintereso tradicias – sinagogasTan arsebuli ritualuri 
daniSnulebis abanoSi ”mikveSi” patarZlis ganbanasa da  sulieri ganwmen-
dis rituals asaxavs, “ajla – saqorwino oTaxi” ki, axalcixeli ebrael-
ebisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli ritualia. koboSvilis namuSevrebi gansaku-
Trebul interess imsaxurebs – warmoSobiT axalcixeli mxatvari asaxavs im 
gansakuTrebul ritualebs, romlebic am regionSi dasaxlebuli ebraeleb-
isTvisaa damaxasiaTebeli, mkafiod gamoxatuli aRmosavluri gavleniT. 
koboSvilis naratiuli xasiaTis suraTebi qarTvel ebraelTa cxovrebis 
mematianea. 

S. koboSvili. Saqar-puri. sityvis gatana. 1939
Sh. Koboshvili. Sugar and Bread. Engagement. 1939

S. koboSvili. saqorwino kabis gamoWra. 1939
Sh. Koboshvili. Pattering of a wedding dress. 1939

S. koboSvili. 
axalcixeli  

ebraeli patarZali
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish  

bride from Aklaltsikhe
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S. koboSvili. 
axalcixeli 

 ebraeli nefe
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish 
groom from Akhaltsikhe
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qeTuba (saqorwino xelSekruleba. XIX s.
Ketubah (mariage contract). 19th C.

patarZlis pirsaxoci. XIX s.
Bride’s towel. 19th C.

naznazi. XIX s.
Pattern of silk. 19th C.

saqorwilo larnaki. XIX s.
Wedding vase. 19th C.

windebi. XIX s.
Socks. 19th C.

oqrokaba (qalis saqorwino 
tansacmeli). XIX s.

Golden robe (The bride’s wedding 
dress). 19th C.

d. gvelesiani. patarZlis xelebis SeRebva iniT. 1936
D. Gvelesiani. Colouring the bride’s hands. 1936

S.koboSvili. jeizi - mziTvis aRwera. 1939
Sh. Koboshvili. Jayzy – The inventory of trousseau. 1939

History of Jewish people in Georgia commenced thousands of years ago. According to 
“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Life of Kartli), a collection of Georgian chronicles, compiled in the 
Middle Ages, the first migration of Jews and their settling in Mtskheta was in the 6th cen-
tury BC. Later migration of the Jews to Georgia has taken place several times and they 
settled in different regions.
Irrespective of certain assimilation, Georgian Jews have maintained their religion, tradi-
tions and originality for many centuries.
Historical-ethnographic museum of Georgian Jews operated in Georgia in 1933-51 peri-
od. Its collection was created on the basis of regional scientific-ethnographic expeditions. 
Collection of the museum illustrates the culture and everyday life of the Jews in Georgia. 
It includes  the ethnographic, religious, ritual items, manuscripts, garments, cloths, ac-
cessories, paintings and drawings  depicting life of Georgian Jews by the artists Shalom 
Koboshvili (1876-1941) and David Gvelesiani (1890-1949) created especially for the muse-
um in 1930-ies. In 1951 the museum was closed as the center of Zionism and after seizure 
(confiscation) of Synagogue building the collection was distributed (moved) to different 
museums and the exhibits are maintained (kept) there up to present. Part of these collec-
tions is represented on the exhibition in the David Baazov museum of Jewish History after 
it’s re-establishment in 2014.
Jewish Wedding  tradition in Georgia includes many interesting rituals and customs, with 
specific characteristics in each region, as illustrated in the works of Sh. Koboshvili and D. 
Gvelesiani and collection of ethnographic materials.  “Sugar-Bread” (Engagement cere-
mony), “Taking a Bride to the bath”– ancient Jewish tradition–rising  and spiritual purifi-
cation of the bride at the “Mikve” - ritual bath of synagogue, “Ajla – the wedding room” is a 
special ritual of the Jews of Akhaltsikhe. Koboshvili’s works deserve particular interest. The 
painter who grew up in Akhaltsikhe depicts the special rituals characteristic for the Jews 
living in the region, with apparent oriental influence. Koboshvili’s narrative pictures create 
chronicals of the life of Georgian Jews.


