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qalis Tavsamkauli. XIX s.
Head Jewellery. 19th C. 

boxCa. XIX s.
Bundle. 19th C. 

qalis zedakaba. XIX s.
Woman’s dress. 19th C. 

S. koboSvili. cekva saivo. 1939
Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo. 1939

d. gvelesiani. movaWreni gzaSi. 1936  
D. Gvelesiani. Traders on the road. 1936

S. koboSvili. qaravani. 1940
Sh. Koboshvili. Caravan. 1940

S. koboSvili. ebraeli sovdagari. 1939
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish merchant. 1939

S. koboSvili. ebraeli sovdagaris coli. 1939 
Sh. Koboshvili. Rich Jewish merchant’s wife. 1939



saqarTveloSi ebraeli xalxis istoria aTaswleulebs iTvlis. „qa-
rTlis cxovrebis“ cnobiT, ebraelTa pirveli migracia da maTi mcxeTa-
Si damkvidreba  Zv. w. VI saukuniT TariRdeba. SemdgomSic ar Semwydara 
ebraelTa migracia da maTi dasaxleba saqarTvelos sxvadasxva kuTxeSi. 
miuxedavad Tanamdevi asimilaciisa, qarTvelma ebraelobam sauku-
neebis manZilze SeinarCuna sakuTari religia, tradiciebi da TviT-
myofadi kultura. 
saqarTvelos ebraelTa istoriul-eTnografiuli muzeumi TbilisSi 
1933-1951 wlebSi funqcionirebda. saqarTveloSi ebraelTa kultur-
isa da yofis amsaxveli samuzeumo koleqcia regionaluri samec-
niero-eTnografiuli eqspediciebis safuZvelze Segrovda. aq war-
modgenilia eTnografiuli, religiuri Tu ritualuri daniSnulebis 
nivTebi, xelnawerebi, samosi, qsovilebi, aqsesuarebi, aseve ferweru-
li da grafikuli namuSevrebi, romlebic 1930-ian wlebSi muzeumisT-
vis sagangebod Seiqmna. Salom koboSvilisa (1876-1941) da daviT gve-
lesianis (1890-1949) namuSevrebSi gansakuTrebiT sainteresod da 
xatovnadaa gadmocemuli qarTvel ebraelTa cxovreba.
1951 wels, muzeumi daixura, rogorc sionizmis kera, xolo sinagogis 
Senobis konfiskaciis Semdgom, koleqciebi gadanawilda sxvadasxva 
muzeumSi, sadac es eqsponatebi dRemdea daculi. 2014 wels aRdgenil 
daviT baazovis ebraelTa istoriis muzeumis eqspoziciaSi am koleqciis 
nawilia gamofenili. 
S. koboSvilisa da d. gvelesianis namuSevrebSi mravalferovnadaa 
gaSuqebuli qarTvel ebraelTa eTnografiuli motivebi, yofi-
Ti, cekvis scenebi. samosis, aqsesuarebis, qsovilebis, ritualuri 
daniSnulebis nivTebis mdidari koleqcia acocxlebs XIX s-is bolosa 
da XX s-is dasawyisis ebraelTa eTnografiul Taviseburebas, asimi-
laciis niSnebTan erTad nacionalur TviTmyofadobas. gansakuTre-
biT sainteresoa ebrauli samosi, romelic saqarTvelos sxvadasxva 
kuTxeSi dasaxlebul ebraelebs gansxvavebuli aqvs. axalcixeSi mcx-
ovrebi ebraelebis yofaSi aSkarad igrZnoba regionisaTvis damaxas-
iaTebeli aRmosavluri elferi, rogorc ferTa gamaSi, aseve tradi-
ciaSi. saqarTveloSi, ebraelebi istoriulad metwilad vaWrobiT 
iyvnen dasaqmebulni. koboSvilisa da gvelesianis SemoqmedebaSi asax-
ulia vaWrobis Temaze Seqmnili istoriuli Tu mxatvarTa Tanadrou-
li cxovrebidan aRebuli siuJetebi.

S. koboSvili. mdidari ebraelis coli midis abanoSi. 1940
Sh. Koboshvili. Rich Jewish merchant’s wife goes to the bath. 1940

iCluRi-zedakaba. XIX s.
Blouse. 19th C. 

iCluRi-zedakaba. XIX s.
Blouse. 19th C. 

S. koboSvili. Worikana qalebi. 1939
Sh. Koboshvili. Gossip-mongers. 1939

d. gvelesiani. ebraeli qali CixtikopiT. 1936
D. Gvelesiani. Jewish woman with chikhtikopi. 1936

baRdadi
Bagdad

boxCa. XIX s.
Bundle. 19th C.

abanos qoSi (qalis). XIX s.
Sandals for women (for bath). 19th C.

abanos qoSi (qalis). XIX s.
Sandals for women (for bath). 19th C.

qalis qoSi. XIX s.
Sandals for women. 19th C.

d. gvelesiani. mewvrilmane soflad. 1936
D. Gvelesiani. Chandler in the village.1936

History of Jewish people in Georgia commenced thousands of years ago. According to 
“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Life of Kartli), a collection of Georgian chronicles, compiled in the 
Middle Ages, the first migration of Jews and their settling in Mtskheta was in the 6th cen-
tury BC. Later migration of the Jews to Georgia has taken place several times and they 
settled in different regions.
Irrespective of certain assimilation, Georgian Jews have maintained their religion, tradi-
tions and originality for many centuries.
Historical-ethnographic museum of Georgian Jews operated in Georgia in 1933-51 peri-
od. Its collection was created on the basis of regional scientific-ethnographic expeditions. 
Collection of the museum illustrates the culture and everyday life of the Jews in Georgia. 
It includes  the ethnographic, religious, ritual items, manuscripts, garments, cloths, acces-
sories, paintings and drawings  depicting life of Georgian Jews by the artists Shalom Ko-
boshvili (1876-1941) and David Gvelesiani (1890-1949) created especially for the museum 
in 1930-ies. In 1951 the museum was closed as the center of Zionism and after seizure 
(confiscation) of Synagogue building the collection was distributed (moved) to different 
museums and the exhibits are maintained (kept) there up to present.  Part of these collec-
tions is represented on the exhibition in the David Baazov museum of Jewish History after 
it’s re-establishment in 2014.
Sh. Koboshvili’s and D. Gvelesiani’s works provide versatile ethnographic motifs of 
Georgian Jews, the scenes of their life, dances. Vast collection of the garments, acces-
sories, cloths, ritual items depict ethnographic characteristics of the Jews of late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, together with the signs of assimilation, their national origi-
nality. Jewish garments are of particular interest. They differ in the different regions of 
Georgia. In the life of Jews settled in Akhaltsikhe the oriental influence characterizing 
the entire regions is clearly seen, as in the colors, also in the traditions. In Georgia, the 
Jews were mostly engaged in trade. Art of Koboshvili and Gvelesiani contains the 
historic and contemporary pictures of trade.




