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D. Gvelesiani. Shokhet - Slaughtering poultry. 1936
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Georgian National Museum
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D. Gvelelsiani. Prayer in the Synagogue. 1936
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History of Jewish people in Georgia commenced thousands of years ago. According to “Kartlis
Tskhovreba” (Life of Kartli), a collection of Georgian chronicles, compiled in the Middle Ages, the
first migration of Jews and their settling in Mtskheta was in the 6th century BC. Later migration of
the Jews to Georgia has taken place several times and they settled in different regions.
Irespective of certain assimilation, Georgian Jews have maintained their religion, traditions and
originality for many centuries.

Historical-ethnographic museum of Georgian Jews operated in Georgia in 1933-51 period. Its
collection was created on the basis of regional scientific-ethnographic expeditions. Collection
of the museum illustrates the culture and everyday life of the Jews in Georgia. It includes the
ethnographic, religious, ritual items, manuscripts, garments, cloths, accessories, paintings and
drawings depicting life of Georgian Jews by the artists Shalom Koboshvili (1876-1941) and Da-
vid Gvelesiani (1890-1949) created especially for the museum in 1930-ies. In 1951 the museum
was closed as the center of Zionism and after seizure (confiscation) of Synagogue building the
collection was distributed (moved) to different museums and the exhibits are maintained (kept)
there up to present. Part of these collections is represented on the exhibition in the David Baazov
museum of Jewish History after it’s re-establishment in 2014.

Synagogue is a Greek word, meaning assembly, meeting, “Beith Knesset” (synagogue) (House of As-
semblies). Synagogue s the phenomenon of Diaspora and it emerged after destruction of Solomon's
Temple in Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar and scattering of the Jews all over the world in 6th century
BG, but it spread widely only from 1st century AD, destruction of the Second Holy Temple in 70 AD
by Titus Vespasian and final exiling of the Jews from Jerusalem Life in Diaspora during the centuries
have maintained Jews identity relying on their religion. Jews named Torah“pocket mother land”and
Synagogue is not only temple for praying but also the place of gathering and education center. Reli-
gious holidays have particular load and meaning for the people deprived of their mother land and in-
dicates their permanent connection with the God and historical Promised Land. In different countries
and epochs the exterior of Synagogue was influenced by the local architectural style butin building of
Synagogue the location was necessatrily taken into consideration. The alter must be oriented towards
Jerusalem and the interior followed the ruls of Judaism. Scenes of the Synagogue are depicted in the
works of Koboshvili and Gvelesiani, as well as the ritual and cult objects.
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Sh. Koboshvili. Taking a child for circumcision to the Synagogue. 1939
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Pillow cloth. 19" C.
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Pillow cloth. 19" C.
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Circumcision Knife. 19" C.
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Circumcision Knife. 19% C.
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D. Gvelesiani. Circumcision in the Synagogue. 1936
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Sh. Koboshvili. Kherem — Anathema. 1939
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Sh. Koboshvili. Religious school in the Synagogue. 1939
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