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Itis a great honor for me to welcome you on behalf of the
Georgian National Museum and congratulate you on the
60th anniversary of the State of Israel. | would like to pass
on my best wishes to all citizens of Israel and the Jewish
Diaspora in Georgia.

Much is said and written about the excellent relation-
ships between Israel and Georgia. Let me state once
more that we all are proud of these special and century-
old relationships. | declare this as an ordinary citizen of
Georgia and also the General Director of the Georgian
National Museum, the organization that preserves and
studies the heritage of our country.

The exhibition “Eternal Flame” and the related catalogue
are seen as an important project for our Museum. This
initiative presents the life of the Georgian Jews. The proj-
ect is a splendid example of the fruitful cooperation for
those who consider culture and politics to be within one
context.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to the all par-
ticipants of the project and its supporters: The Embassy
of Israel in Georgia, The Jewish Agency for Israel “Sokh-
nut’, Israel-Georgia Chamber of Business, The Centre of
Culture of the Embassy of Israel, and to all staff of the
Georgian National Museum who worked with enthusi-
asm and devotion on the preparation of the exhibition
and the publication.

David Lordkipanidze
Director General of the
Georgian National Museum
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It is a great honor for me to congratulate connoisseurs of
fine arts with publication of such an interesting and im-
portant catalogue. Great efforts made by Georgian Na-
tional Museum have exceptionally great importance for
popularization of culture, traditions and rich collection
of ethnographical exhibits of Georgian Jews.

Deepening of the 26 centuries long friendship between
Georgian and Jewish people finds one more expression
in publication of this catalogue, especially when the
State of Israel celebrates its 60™ anniversary.

Importance of the Jewish fine arts and culture for Geor-
gian National Museum is a clear demonstration of that
solicitous attitude which Georgian People have mani-
fested throughout centuries towards the culture and tra-
ditions of the Jewish nation.

I would like to express deep gratitude towards the Geor-
gian National Museum and its General Director, Mr. Da-
vid Lordkipanidze for that important initiative.

Respectfully,

Shabtai Tsur

The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the State of Israel to Georgia
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Ladies and Gentlemen!

I am greatly pleased to welcome the initiative of organizing
the exhibition “Eternal Flame” by support of the Georgian
National Museum, which is dedicated to the centuries-old
cultural and social life of the Georgian Jews.

Displaying the exhibits, which are kept in the funds of the
National Museum is dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the
State of Israel. Undoubtedly, it becomes the most significant
social event and once again represents the friendly relation-
ship, not only between people, but also the states of Israel
and Georgia.

By means of holding the above the mentioned exhibition and
publication of the catalogue (dedicated to this event), the
representatives of the Jewish Agency of the Caucasus are con-
sidering the opportunity to emphasize its connection with the
Jewish Community of Georgia, which, indisputably, takes the
worthy place among the Jews all over the world.

For organizing the above mentioned exhibition, | am deeply
grateful to the General Director of the Georgian National Mu-
seum Prof. David Lordkipanidze, and the curator of the exhibi-
tions of the Sh.Amiranashvili Fine Art Museum art historian
Lela Tsitsuashvili, who became the real inspirer of the great
event.

Respectfully,
Gregory Brodsky

The head of the representative
office of the Jewish Agency for
Israel Sohnut in the Caucasus regions
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It is a great privilage for me to participate in the orga-
nization of the exhibition of Jewish artist’s works. This
exhibition once again reminds us of the great past of
Georgian Jews and underlines the quality of Georgians
to appriciate the culture of other nations.

The exhibition of Georgian Jews is another stepping
stone towards success of Georgian National Museum,
which is due to it's current management - professional,
devoted and industrious.

Today, when Jews return to their homes and ancestral
lands, the task before the Chamber of Business is to es-
tablish civilized relationship between Georgia and Israel
in the fields of Culture, Economics, Tourism and alike. As
the result, Jews from Israel and other countries come to
Georgia as tourists and investors. In the aspect of Geor-
gia-Israel relationship, this exhibition is the sign, that
“eternal flame” between friendly countries doesn’t grow
feeble.

| value the fact that relationship between Georgians and
Jews developed into actual relationship between Geor-
gia and Jewish community of Israel and the World.

Foresaid invokes confidence, that alongside with past
and present, this relationship has very interesting tomor-
row and great future.

Chairman of Georgia-Israel Chamber of Business

Itzik Moshe
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The Georgian Jews'Diaspora is antique. We have been able to find
out from the Xl c. Georgian historical sources that the Jews first
appeared and settled down in Kartli, after destruction of the first
temple by Nabukhodonosor (586 B.C.), and after their persecu-
tion from Jerusalem.

It is a fact that, Jews are people of great religion, history and cul-
ture. Despite victimization, which they had suffered in various
countries for centuries, not only had they kept their origin, but
they managed to develop their own culture. Besides they per-
fectly managed to adopt and synthesize with the local traditions.
This is particularly characteristic for the Georgian Jews. Georgian
itself, is the rarest exception, where the kind and friendly attitude
was shown towards them ever since. Probably, this is the reason
which explains the unique phenomenon, that only in Georgia,
the Jews, except religious, did not have different language and
dialect, they hardly differ with clothes (which is obviously shown
at the exhibition), they had never lived in ghettos. Georgian
Jew - even this expression makes clear how thoroughly Jewry in
Georgia, how they loved Georgian language, customs so as not
to forget Jewish customs. Despite definite assimilation, which is
common for co-living in Diaspora, Georgian Jews tenderly kept
and brought their own religion through centuries. They strictly
followed the commandment of Moses, especially the second
one - it was forbidden for them to create a portrayal, which made
stipulation for not only for aesthetical, but moreover for develop-
ment of ceremonial art.

In the 1933-1951 the Georgian Jews Historic-ethnographic Mu-
seum was located in ancient cupula-shaped Synagogue (3, Iva-
nidze street). Jewish museum was founded by scientists from Thbi-
lisi and Leningrad with the support of Jewish society of Georgia.
For many years the directors of the museum were A.Kulidjanov,
A Krikheli, |.Papismedov. By setting up the museum, the research
and scientific studies of Georgian Jews historical past life, was as-
sumed as a basis.

In order to gather the museum collection in 1933-1936, the expe-
ditions took place in the regions solidly inhabited by the Jews. It
was possible to collect a great number of sketches, photos, am-
ulets, cult and religious materials, national costumes and other

exhibits. The convoked artists, participated in expedition, were
fixing and spotting the Jews standards and details reflecting their
mode of life.

The productivity of fertile labour was not long-waited. In 1937 the
stationary exposition was held, issued:“The past and modern life
of Georgian Jews". And the commencement of the principle mis-
sion of the museum was based - guesting of visitors.

At this anniversary exhibition we tried to represent the exhibits,
which multilaterally describe the Georgian Jews’ culture and cus-
toms. In the collection of imitative arts of the Museum, are kept
approximately 170 pictorial and graphic works created by differ-
ent authors. The works of the self-taught Jewish artist Shalom Ko-
boshvili (1876-1941) and famous Georgian painter David Gvele-
siani (1890-1949) represent the main part of this collection. The life
of Georgian Jews is most figuratively reflected in these canvases.
In 2006 the National Museum of Georgia conducted the personal
exhibition and published the catalogue of complete works of the
painter due to the special data - the 130th anniversary of Shalom
Koboshvili. Despite this fact, at the exhibition “Eternal Flame” a
principal part of his works are represented. His personality and
creative work are so unique, that without his works it was impos-
sible to reflect totally the life of Georgian Jews.

Shalom Koboshvili is the first Jewish painter in Georgia and ow-
ing to his magnificent biography, he deserves the special atten-
tion. In that period he was banned to paint by his parents, accord-
ing to the Jewish traditions. Only at the age of 61 his dream came
true and he started to paint when he began working as a guard-
ian at the Jewish Historic-ethnographic museum of Georgia in
1937. The drawing, seen there stimulated him to reflect the life
and history of his people in his works. His creative activity lasted
only for three years (before he died), but even during such a short
period he managed to create the documentary-narrative chroni-
cle of the magnificent mode of life of Georgian Jews.

In 1951 the museum was closed down, as the hearth of Sion-
izm, after seizure of the synagogue, every exhibits was handled
to the SJanashia Georgian Museum, |.Grishashvili Tbilisi History
Museum (Karvasla) and the Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts.

Up today they are still kept there.

The new stage started in the history of Georgian Jews in 1988.
By support of the Georgian Academy of Sciences was founded
the Association of Georgian-Jewish Relations. (President - Givi
Jambashidze, Vice-president Shalva Tsitsuashvili, respectful mem-
bers: Andria Aphakidze and Roin Metreveli). In 1992, under order
of Georgian Government, the Jewish Museum was restored by the
above mentioned association, since then it has been named after
David Baazov. The museum was situated in the building of the old
synagogue, but due to its dangerous and wrecking conditions,
the collections are still kept in the depositories of the Georgian
National Museum and the Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts. In
1992-2001 the Director of this Museum was Dr. Shalva Tsitsuash-
vili, nowadays it is conducted by Mr. Givi Gambashidze.

2008 is the year of accomplishing 75 years of foundation of the
Georgian Jews Historic-ethnographic museum and the 60th anni-
versary of the Independence of the State of Israel. We decided to
do our honourable bit to celebrate this essential course of events,
by conducting the exhibition and publication of the catalogue.

I would like to express deep gratitude towards the leadership of
the Georgian Museum and its General Director and every mem-
ber of our staff, who took part and gave me a hand in great deal
implement this project. My special thanks to all organizations,
who financially supported us, and undoubtedly without their
interest and support it would be impossible to fulfil this project.
| would like to thank the Embassy of Israel and personally. The
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Is-
rael to Georgia, to Excellency Mr. Shabtai Tsur, the Jewish Agency
“Sohnut” and in private its head of the Representative office in
the Southern Caucasus Gregory Brodsky, The Chamber of busi-
ness of Israel-Georgia and its president Mr. Itsik Moshe, and the
cityM group existed at the Chamber of Business. The cultural
centre existed at the embassy of Israel and the first secretary Mr.
Mikhael Barkan.

Lela Tsitsuashvili
Shalva Amiranashvili Museum of Fine Art
Curator of the Exhibitions
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54. 0.a39mgbosbo. 35@smdmal bgmgdal dgmgdzs nbom
D. Gvelesiani. Colouring the bride’s hands
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55. 0.339mgbosba. bygs — boJmEBobm Bodmsma
D. Gvelesiani. Khupa - ritual of wedding ceremony
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Pocket watch
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56. Jomal dodstin
Woman'’s belt
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D. Gvelesiani. Leading of the bridegroom round in the Synagogue
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Gabrielov. Kabaluli - bride’s dance >
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Pattern of silk
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Golden dress a2
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< Sh. Koboshvili. Ajla — wedding room
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63. 3googolb 3o
The cloth of an Asian cushion
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Bagdadi
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65. 5356mb s
Shawl for bathing
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66. d.3m3mdgamn. 3539300 odowgds
Sh. Koboshvili. A birth of a child
a0 00720 T DpRo IR Y

>






mﬁ%i.;u”wu.aw_mgﬁf:hmun:__
A, (8 W) v

. s

_awﬁaﬁmﬁ_




67. 3.3m3mdgamo. 353330b B0obooba3ggmam Bayzobs babsgmasda
Sh. Koboshvili. Taking a child for circumcision to the Synagogue
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Pillow cloth
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Pillow cloth
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Fragment of Parokhet.
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77 . 3o6mbyg@n, bgggBomEolb gomMwos
76. @.339gbosbo. mm(330 bobogmgodo Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain
D.Gvelelsiani. Prayer in the Synagogue wTIPT PR Sw ]15’1— nno
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79. 3.3mdmdgoma. bgfmgdo — sbsmgds
Sh. Koboshvili. Kherem - anathema
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78. 3ombg@o — LgggHomMob gomws
Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain
80. 0.339mgbosbo. sbsmgdab dg3mga
WP TR 2@ N2 NATo D. Gvelesiani. After anathema >
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81. 3.3mdmdgaemo. Bomgn@o — boMagomm Gmbdggda
< Sh. Koboshvili. Malkut - ritual birches
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82. 3.3m3mdg0ma. (3m@30L gsdmbynmgs 40 HmdDgom
Sh. Koboshvili. Absolution with 40 birches
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83. d.3m3mdgoma. 3smoMs — (3megal dgbmds
Sh. Koboshvili. Hatara - Absolution
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84. 3.3mdmdgamo. Mgmogon®a babbogmagdgmo bobsgmasda
Sh. Koboshvili. Religious school in the Synagogue >
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Mug

86. ndMaco 72
Jug
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85. 9.3mdmdgaemo. 8obombgMgdal 3nHmbggs (bydmomal emgbsbbammo)
Sh. Koboshvili. The prayer of the missionaries. Feast of Sukkot
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Jug
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D. Gvelesiani. Lightening of Khanukha candles
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Candlestick
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92. 3.3m3mdz0mo0. LoGoGomm ©sbndbmmagdolb mmabo
Sh. Koboshvili. Peasant’s room for ritual purposing
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0.339m9b0sbo. 35g5005. Bgbobal madg
D. Gvelesiani. Hagada - Pesach night
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95. ©.8339gbosbo. dmbg@o — BMabggmab s 33ms
D.Gvelesiani. Shokhet - Slaughtering poultry
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94. 3.3m3mdz0m0. BMHabggmal @s3zzms Mgmoagomca bgboo
Sh.Koboshvili. Slaughtering poultry according to religious rules
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Bagdadi
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98. LgxygMommal 3ods
Covering of Torah scroll

7710 10°0

99. LgygMomMs
Torah scroll
7710 190

97. 3.3mdm3gnma. bgggMommal 308m@ebs bobsgmasda
Sh. Koboshvili. Exposing the Torah scrolls in the Synagogue
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100, 101, 102, 103. byBgPrmGal g3063306960
The crowns of Torah scroll
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105. 3. 3mdm3z0m0. mbmgboo 6 gmal odemanbowdo
Sh. Koboshvili. Supplicating for the Bible of Breti

104. 3. 3mdm3dgomo. 36gmab d0dmaal moygebol3gds 106. 0.339mgb0sbo. 33gMbommds M gomal bodemnom
< Sh. Koboshvili. The worshipping to the Bible of Breti D. Gvelesiani. Threatment by the Bible of Breti
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107. 0.839mgbosbo. ggamgal bobobssmBogam mm(33s
D. Gvelesiani. Prayer against the drought
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108. 0.839mgbosbo. mgaqgbos msnmsdal dodemanl dgbobgd
D. Gvelesiani. A legend about the Bible of Lailashi




109. dmbhs
Bundle »

110. dmbBho
Bundle

111. 3. 3mdm3g0m0. osMo gdMsgmoal (3mma 8ol 8856mdn
Sh. Koboshvili. A wife of rich Jewish merchant going to the bath-house










112.3.3mdmdg0ma. dommagdal dsbsmds 303zgdn
< Sh. Koboshvili. Bathing of women in the Mikveh

113.3.3mdmadgoma. gmEngsbs Jomagda :
Sh. Koboshvili. Gossip-mongers
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114. 3. 303m3g0em0. Jobombgo yoal ngHmbsmadal obsls
Sh. Koboshvili. Missionary selling Soil from Jerusalem
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115. 3.3mdmadgoma. gd0d353mab
Sh. Koboshvili. At the Sorcerer’'s »
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116. 3.3mdmadgoma. Jgbomm(zow 9J03353msb
Sh. Koboshvili. Casting a spell over by the sorcerer

117,118, 119.

Amulets

5399@gdo
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120. 3. 3mdm3z0mn. Gobgmomds — Jomgdal msdsdn
Sh. Koboshvili. Pinjraoba - Women's playing

121. dmbhs
Bundle

122. ©.339mgbosbn. 89636M0m8sbg bmggmowm
D. Gvelesiani. Chandler in the village >
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123.3.3mdm3dgawmo. Jofogoba
Sh. Koboshvili. Caravan

124. 3. 303m3g30m0. gdMsgmo bmgmsa st
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish merchant

125. 3. 3mdma3g0ma. 8asmo gdMsgmoa bmgmsea®ab (3meno
Sh. Koboshvili. A wife of rich Jewish merchant
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126. 3. 3mdm3g0emo. 353986030
Sh.Koboshvili. Dvatsatnik. A trander

127.3.3mdmdg0m0. sbaea(3obal dsDo6o
Sh. Koboshvili. The market in Akhaltsikhe »
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128. 3. 3mdmadgoma. y3gdab 3sbmdMogza gogomgs
< Sh. Koboshvili. Mass selling of serfs

129. ©.339gb0sba. dommma 3mdmadgomal 3mGHEE g0
D. Gvelesiani. Portrait of Shalom Koboshvili
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130. ©.g39mgb0sba. gdMsgmo 35353530
D. Gvelesiani. Jew

131. ©.839mgbosbo. gdMogmo
D. Gvelesiani. Jew
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132. 0.839mgbosbo. dmbeyz0 gdMogmo
D.Gvelesiani. Old Jew

133. 0.339mgb0sbo. 9dMsgmo Joemob 3m@mEG Mg
D. Gvelesiani. Jewish women

93



94

134. 9635 3mz0b m@m. gdfsgmo mbomom
Ermakov’s photo. A Jew with nuts
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135. gM353m30b gm@m. gdMogmgdo
Ermakov’s photo. The Jews
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136. 9635 3m30L @mEGm. gdMsgmoa. mbamaob godyowggmo 137. 9685 3m30L gmEm. gdMagmao
Ermakov’s photo. Jew. The salesman of nuts Ermakov’s photo. A Jew
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138. 9M353mz30b Bm@m. sbamsobgma gdMsgmao 139. 9635 3mz0L BmEBm. gdMagmoa Lobmdbgmowsb
Ermakov’s photo. A Jew from Akhaltsikhe Ermakov’s photo. A Jew from Armenia
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140. 9035 3mz30b BmGm. Mad0bo. 0dgMgma 36603@0
Ermakov’s photo. Rabbin. A Jew from Imereti
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141. (36mdo sg@mmolb gm@m. 9dMsgmo
A photo by unknown author. A Jew
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142. 96385 3m30b gm@m. sbam30bg. dggmo Jomsdol gdMomma Bobamo
Ermakov’s photo. Akhaltsikhe. A Jewish part of an old city
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143. 935 3m30b Bm@m. Jgomsabo. bmdbyma gzmgbos Gombob 30Msb s Jomsjal
936 ema babogma
Ermakov’s photo. Kutaisi. Armenian church at the edge of the Rioni river and a Jewish

part of the city
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144, 9635 3m30L @m@m. Jnmsabo. gdMsmmo 1dbab bagOmm bywo
Ermakov’s photo. Kutaisi. The common view of a Jewish district
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Lobdgmgmm gbgddg aomosanmmygdol bLadmamgds
0ym sgdmgdgdabs s (3696980L Jomag6gd0. docm
3034390m©bgb Roemgamgdo (sgmgdgdobs s
(3696930l 35&MMBYd0) s JoMog9685d0 (Joagzbals
60653dmma).

d.3mdmdgoma. gdMmagmo bmgoagsMo. Jomameo,
5339Mgma, aodn, &mda. 28X16. N°7-98/30.
BgMEaN© b3bsdo bodsMmggmmb gdmsgmms
dofmoman bdgd00bmds gagmmds nym. XIX b-ab
8gmMg babgz@ab abGmGonm BysGmms dabgogom
90Mdgmo gogmgdao dgodmgds bLod Bgbs onymb:
3Lbgnma gogmgdo (bmgwaamgdn), gogotms
Lodmamm g39bs s bgMawmn dmgagmgba. gb

1 3965L36gmbo, gamgm bmogdymo, dgbmamggda
dmgogMgoms dMmagmgbmdal dgemagbobyb.
d.3mdmdgoma. dnmsmo goMagmoa bmgosgmal
EMmO. Jomsmn, 3mysm, 8335 gmo, a9sda, Gdo.
24X15. N°7-98/27

d.3mdm3z0mm0. ©35(396030. Jomamma, aeda,
modo. 46X36. N°7-98/35

sbamz0bgmo Bgmomo 3mgzogdMgbo 3o e
304Mmdb7b Jomaddn, 456Ls 3mommgdom, dabs
30653065 36933d0. dman domgsbo Ibmeme
dmbgemggdl, ndmegmgbo, badbgomm
3mbadLabycggdl sdmggos bagdmbgmb bobosw.
0bobo bgmaabl 20 Mosb3dn 0mgdwbgb, Mals
a0dm(3 bobosw dmgzagdmgadl w3308 60390L
1bm93bgb.

3.3m3mdgamo. sbaea3obal dsDoo. 1940.
Jomomeon, asdo. 38X52. N27-97/22
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d.3mdmdz0ma. y8gdab dobmdmagn goynmgs.

1940. §oemm, dgoa. 70X101. Ne7-98/49
ob@mMonmo badyogdalb Bnbgoz00 FgmEsEY®
baogdoMmggmmdn yds gdmagmon 89d58mbol

Lo gmomgds ngm. ds@mbl dggdemm 8obo goyowas,
aoRmdgds, Ibomgam go@obgds oy bbgeazsMawm
asbbgabgde.

©.839mgb0sbo. ommad 3mdm3gamal 3m&mE Mg 0.
1940. Goemm, bgoma. 70X101. Ne7-98/49

0.339mgbosba. gdMsgma. Jomsmmn, 83350 gmo.
35X25,5. Ne7-98/7

0.339mgb0sbo. 9dMogma 353535(30. Jomamo,
5335Mgma. 34X27. N°7-98/88

0.339mgb0sbo. dmbey 30 gdMsgmo. Jomsmeo,
Robgomo. 34X30. N27-98/82

0.339mgbosbo. gdfsgmo Jomol 3mM Mg o.
Jomomeo, s330Mgma. 32X17 N27-98/75

0.96353m30L FMmGm. goMagmo mboemooc. N21690
0.96353m30L FmEBm. gdsgmoa bygaema. N21981
0.96353m30L BMmEBMm. goMsgma. mbamol
a539nggeon. N°6161

©.96353m30L mEBm. gdMsgmo. Ne5016
©.96353m30L mEBm. sbam(z0bgmo gdMmsgma.
N21288

0.960353m30b FmBm. gdMsgma LobmIbgmowasb.
N21295

0.96353m30L BMmBm. Mdaba. 0dgMgmoa gdMsgmo.
N21294

36md0 93@MM0b mEBm. gdMsgeo. N67-98/151
©.96353m30L BmEBm. sboen(z0bg. dggma Jomagdals
9dMommo baBoemn.  N22983

0.960353m30L FmEm. Jmomsaba. bmdbyco g3magbos
0mbob 306l s Jomagob gdGsmmon bobacma.
Ne4849

0.96353m30L mEm Jnosabo. gdHanmo 1dbals
LogMom bgwn. N21463
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Khanuka candlestick. Cooper, wood. H - 108, L - 57.
Ne10-52/247

Tallit bag. Velvet, cotton, gold thread. H- 62,5, L - 41,8
Tallit — prayer shawls for men.

Calendar. Metal, coinage. H - 29,5. N210-52/230

At the bottom, in the middle position, is situated a
square metal box. Seven sheets of metal, with Jewish
writing on, are inside it.

Bagdadi, handkerchief. Silk, knitted on hand weaving
loom. 84X85. N2-1752

Scarf. Wool, printed. 150X150. Ne-1747

Bundle. Cotton and silk, knitted on hand weaving
loom. 72X72. N2-1516

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet and cotton, gold thread.
51X3,5.N2-1701

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet and cotton, gold thread.
49X3,5. N°-1700

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, silk thread, knotty embroi-
dery. 55X3,5. N2-1712

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, silk thread, knotty and
double fixed embroidery. 55X3,5.

N21705

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, cotton thread, embroidery.
45X3..N2-1713

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, gold thread, relief fixed
embroidery. 46X5. N2-1704

Galloon, ribbon. silk, calico, gold thread, double em-
broidery. H-203,L-7,1. N>-110-52/134

Ribbon (used as a dress ornament, detail). Brocade,
muslin, gold thread, relief fixed embroidery. H - 74, L -
16,5..N2-10-52/123

Waistcoat. Velvet, sateen, gold thread, lace, fixed and
knotty embroidery. H — 30. N2-1869

Blouse (Ichlugi). Brocade, silk and calico textile, gold
tgread, embroidery, knitted on hand weaving loom. H
—60. N°-1870

Socks for a child. Knitted with stiks and wool thread.
H - 26. Ne-10-52/60

a. Woman'’s blouse. Caliko, lace, knitted on hand weav-
ing loom. H - 59. N°-19-97/12

b. Scarf. Silk facing textile, knitted on hand weaving
loom. H - 200, L - 54. N2-10-52/40

c. Skirt. Silk, caliko, brush. H - 95. N2-10-52/17

D. Gvelesiani. The Jewish bride. Paper, water-colour.
N27-98/97

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Akhaltsikhe. Pa-
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per, cardboard, colourful pencils, indian ink, graphity
pencil. 26,5X14,5. N°7-98/31

Socks. Silk and cotton thread, knitted with stiks. H — 45.
Ne-1728

Woman's shoes. Silk, caliko, leather, gold thread, relief
fixed embroidery. N°10-52/63

Golden dress (The bride’s wedding dress). Brocade, silk
and caliko textile, knitted on the hand weaving loom.
H - 124. N°1885

Akhalukhi for women. Brocade, silk and cotton textile,
ribbon, knitted on the hand weaving loom. H — 140.
Ne1743

Golden dress (The bride’s wedding dress). Brocade, silk
and caliko textile, knitted on the hand weaving loom.
H - 132.N21882

Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo (group dance of women).
Paper, gouache, water-colour. 49,5X59. N°7-98/37

Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo (group dance of wom-
en).1940. Cardboard, colourful pencil. 19X24,5.
N27-98/38

Blouse. Silk and cotton textile, silk thread, double em-
broidery, knitted on the hand weaving loom. H - 55.
N21878

Blouse (Ichlugi). Silk and cotton textile, ribbon, gold
thread, metal, fixed and knotty embroidery, knitted on
the hand weaving loom. H - 61. N21881

Sandals for women (for bath). Wood, calico, wood cut-
ting. H - 23,5.Ne1773

Sandals for women (for bath). Wood, nacre, leather,
flax, silver thread, incrustaition, fixed embroidery, hand
made. H - 23,5.N21718

Sandals for women. Velvet, broad cloth, leather, gold
braid, fixed embroidery. H - 28. N21757

Sandals for women. Velvet, leather, gold thread, hand
made. H - 22,5. N°1686

Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo (group dance of women).
Paper, water-colour, gouach. 33X44. N27-98/33

Sh. Koboshvili. Sugar and Bread. Engagement. 30,5X40.

Ne 7-98/25

Sugar and bread is the ceremony of engagement at
the bride’s parents’ home, over a special meal of bread
and sugar, with sweets and “khada” (pastry). The Sugar
cone symbolizes the sweetness of life. After the cer-
emony the sugar cone is shared among the guests.
Wedding vase. Mixed metal, coinage. H - 20,2,d - 19.
N°10-52/216
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Blouse. Brocade, galoon, gold and velvet thread, fixed
embroidery, knitted on the weaving loom. H - 62.
Ne1873

Pattern of brocade. Knitted on the hand weaving
loom.84X56. N21748

Sh. Koboshvili. Pattering of a wedding dress. Paper,
gouache. 38X47,5 N27-98/32

Sh. Koboshvili. Taking the bride to the bath-house.
31,5X41,5. N27-98/41

The important moment of the wedding preparation
included taking a bride to the bath-house and rising
her in Mikveh (ritual bath-house) for the ritual of Tebila
(the process of dipping in the pool’s water). The bride
was proceeded by playing Ashugi, Sazi and Tchianuri
(Musical instruments). The group of boys were car-
ring the bath-equipment and provision (wrapped in
bundles). The bride maides, sisters and relatieves were
following them.

Clothing material. Calico, cotton thread, lace, embroi-
dery. N219-971/10

Bride's towel. calico textile, knitted lace, silk thread,
double embroidery. N219-971/12

Shawl. Silk, knitted on the hand weaving loom. 90X90.
N21696

Shawl. Silk thread, knitted. H-123,L - 120.
N210-52/36

Bagdadi. Silk, knitted on the weaving loom.H - 74, L -
67.N210-52/35

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Aklaltsikhe.
Paper, cardboard, gouach. 35X17. N27-98/155

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish groom from Akhaltsikhe.
1940. Paper, water-colour, gouache, Indian ink.
38,5X25. N27-98/34

Sh. Koboshvili. Jayzy — The inventory of trousseau.
44X53,5. N°7-98/40

Several days beforehand, it was a rule to estimate and
make a detailed description of the dowry belonging
to the bride, at her home with the attendance of her
patents. Thursday, before “Huppah” (the wedding
ceremony) in the afternoon at bride’s home, a group
of public leaders (Including a judge, a Rabi, Khakham)
was gathering. According to the tradition, they used
to make a detailed list (on the second page of the
wedding act), in order to numerate the trousseau.
During that process, the bride’s guests were to gift her
various kinds of presents, which were added to the
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total list. The whole amount of the dowry was spread
out in front of the society, who were making detail
estimation of each object. Finally they were bundled
and given to “shamashes” (the Synagogue guard) and
sent to the groom’s house. He, by himself, was to pay
to“Shamashes” for their service.

Covorlet (for bread). Silk textile, cold and silk thread,
fixed embroidery. H - 47, L — 44,5. N210-52/112

Tfillin bag. Broad cloth and cotton textile, cotton

and gold textile, fixed embroidery. H — 20, L — 28.
N210-52/85

The sheath foracomb. Brocade, silk, gold thread, fixed
embroidery, beads, N°10-52/83

Akhalukhi for a child. Silk and cotton textile, metal,
coinage, knitted on the hand weaving loom. N21880
Blouse. Brocade, silk, lace,gold thread, fixed embroi-
dery, knitted on the weaving loom. H - 64. N210-52/11
D. Gvelesiani. Colouring the bride’s hands. Oil on can-
vas. 93,6X124,6. N°7-98/132

D. Gvelesiani. Khupa - ritual of wedding ceremony. Oil
on canvas. 70,3X100,5. N27-98/128

Despite the fact that the Jews of different countries
obtain their own wedding traditions and customs the
“Ketubah”is the most essential one for all of them. It
represents a special written on paper or oil-paper,
decorated wedding act. This tradition was founded

in the ancient times. The ceremony, itself, takes place
under “Khupah”. According to the traditions “Khupa”is
a large piece of cloth material, revented with silk and
velvet, which is laid on the four columns or is held by
four people, above the bridegroom and their maids,
while reading “Ketubah”.

Woman'’s belt. Silver, turquoise, ruby, metal coinage. H
—68.N21780

Pocket watch. With the Hebrew clock-dial. Silver, fabric
work. N21821

D. Gvelesiani. Leading of the bridegroom round

in the Synagogue. Paper, water-colour. N232,5X25.
N27-98/100

Gabrielov. Kabaluli - bride’s dance. Oil on canvas.
53,3X66,8. N°7-98/146

Sh. Koboshvili. Ajla — wedding room. 1939. oil on can-
vas. 45,5X59. N°7-98/39

This tradition is connected only with Akhaltsikhe
region’s inhabitants. “Ajilak’, “Ajla” was a special sofa,
situated in the corner of the Meskhuri — Javakhuri
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designed hall, and was covered and adorned with
carpets and belonged to the bride-groom. For Jews of
Akhaltsikhe, “Ajla” could have been made of wooden
boards or clothe material.

Pattern of silk. Golden textile, knitted on the hand
weaving loom. 225X35. N21741

Golden dress (The bride’s wedding dress). Golden tex-
tile, coarse calico, silk thread, fixed embroidery, knitted
on the hand weaving loom. H - 140. N210-52/24

The cloth of an Asian cushion. Cotton and silk thread,
double embroidery. 100X40. N21751

Bagdadi. Silk, printed. 85X85. N21887

Shawl for bathing. Silk, knitted on the hand weaving
loom .220X90. N21763

Sh. Koboshvili. A birth of a child. 1939. Paper, gouache.
38X52. N°7-98/24

Sh. Koboshvili. Taking a child for circumcision to the
Synagogue. 50,5X43. N°7-98/12

The birth of a child in the Jewish families is one of the
important traditions. The eight-day-old boy arrives
with his parents to the Synagogue to be formally
inducted into the covenant of God.

Pillow cloth. Velvet, silk and linen textile, gold, braid
and velvet thread.56X50,5. N210-52/146a

Pillow cloth. Velvet and linen textile, gold and

braid thread, golden galoon, fixed beads. 62X44.
N210-52/146b

Knife for circumcision. Steel, corn, velvet. H - 21,5.
N210-52/198

Knife for circumcision. Steel, bone.H - 17,3.
N210-52/220

Knife for circumcision. Steel, bone H - 18,7.
N210-52/221

Knife for circumcision. Steel, bone H - 31.N210-52/219
Knife for circumcision. Steel, wood. H — 13,2.
N210-52/234

D. Gvelesiani. Circumcision in the Synagogue. Oil on
canvas. 70X100,3. N°7-98/127

D.Gvelelsiani. Prayer in the Synagogue. Oil on canvas.
70X100,3. N°7-98/137

Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain. Velvet, sateen and calico
textile, gold thread, fixed embroidery. 144X124.
N210-52/109

Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain. Silk, brocade, silk and gold
thread, fixed embroidery. 186X113. N210-52/108

Sh. Koboshvili. Kherem — anathema. Paper, gouach,
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lacquer. 50X36. N°7-98/14

D. Gvelesiani. After anathema. Oil on canvas. 50,1X40.
N27-98/139

Sh. Koboshvili. Malkut - ritual birches. 1939. Oil on
canvas. 70X100,5. N°37-98/9

An adult aged 10-12, was to be taught prayers at
“Heder” (the Jewish Religious School). A retractory
pupil used to be corporally punished by the Torah’s
teacher’s flog in front of the friends.

Sh. Koboshvili. Absolution with 40 birches. Paper,
gouache. 37X30. N27-98/46

Sh. Koboshvili. Hatara — Absolution. Paper, gouache,
lacquer. 37X32. N°7-98/45

Sh. Koboshvili. Religious school in the Synagogue.
Paper, gouache. 30x40. N27-98/92

Sh. Koboshvili. The prayer of the missionaries. Feast of
Sukkot. 30,5X41. N°7-98/41

The seven-day-lasted “Sukkot” saint holiday is the
symbol of wandering the Jews, exodus from Egypt,
leaded by Moses in through the desert.“Sukah”in
Hebrew language means “a tent”, which is put up in
the yard of Synagogue. “Sukah”is the symbol of those
tents, where Jewish people had to live for 40 years in
the desert “Sukah”inevitable has to be decorated with
symbolic sanctified plants and different sorts of fruit.
Jug. Copper, coinage. H — 38,3. N210-52/1887

Mug. Copper, coinage. H - 35.N21793

Jug. Copper, coinage. H -39,2. N210-52/186
Khanukha candlestick. Mixed metal, coinage. H — 28,5,
L —23.N210-52/217

D. Gvelesiani. Lightening of Khanuha candles. Oil on
canvas. 61,1X47,3. N°7-98/135

Khanuka is one of the most ancient holidays and is
connected wiith the victory of Makkabiens when in
the year 165 BC they returned the Temple of Jerusalem
conquered by Selevkids. In the temple defiled by the
Greeks, there was only a day amount of saint-oil left,
“Menorah”the candlestick (consisted of seven candles)
was lit by means of it. It took eight days to distillate of
oil. But the miracle happened and candles were hot
blown off for eight days sharp. That is why, Khanukah
is also called as the feast of Light. And traditionally
during the eight days, the candles are constantly lit.
(By means of one additional (extra) candle, they add
one candle a day).

Candlestick. Metal, coinage. H - 13.N21698
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Sh. Koboshvili. Peasant’s room for ritual purposing.
Paper, gouache.32X42. N27-98/15

In order to celebrate the Jewish religious, historical
holiday Pesach. It was specially cleaned and prepared
to keep the provision, food and dishes.

D. Gvelesiani. Hagada - Pesach night. Oil on canvas.
65,2X50,1. N27-98/133

An eight day long feast of Pesach is connected with
the exodus of Jews from Egypt, leaded by Moses,
where they had spent four hundred years in slavery.
This holiday is very remarkable and it symbolizes the
emancipation of the nation. At the first night of Pesach
the ritual of Seder is held (consecration of festive,
symbolic supper).

Sh.Koboshvili. Slaughtering poultry according to reli-
gious rules. 70,5X101. N°7-98/5

The painting reflects two connected events - leading
round “the kaparah” and slaughtering a hen. Before the
celebration of the holiday “kipur’, the believers Jews in
order to penance their sins, they were obliged to lead
round the “kaparah” (a hen or a cock), afterwords they
were to give it to the Khakham or to the poor man. The
ritual was to be performed according to the definite
religious rules and traditions. For the Jews it was ed-
ible, if it was killed by “Shokhet”. He must have been
taught specially for the occupation and role.
D.Gvelesiani. Shokhet — Slaughtering poultry. Paper,
water-colour. 44X65. N27-98/138

Bagdadi. Silk, knitted on the hand weaving loom,
printed. 75X70. N21749

Sh. Koboshvili. Exposing The Torah scrolls in the Syna-
gogue. Paper, gouache. 26,5X40,5. N27-98/13

The last day of Sukkot is crowned with celebration

of Simhat-Torah feast. After finishing of last page of
Torah, scrolls are taken out of the special built-in closet
(which are built in the walls of the Synagogue in order
to keep the scrolls inside. They face towards Jerusa-
lem). The scrolls are led around the Synagogue accom-
pained with cheering Jews. Afterwards the scrolls are
kept in Arc for a year.

Covering of Torah scroll. Brocade, calico, gold thread,
knitted on the weaving loom. 57X36. N210-52/66
Torah scroll. Wood, paper. N2162-13/2

The SeferTorah (the scroll of Torah) is the most impor-
tant religious, saint object of the Synagogue. As a rule,
it is wrapped in specially-made clothe and is ended
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with a crown.
The crowns of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H — 44.

N°10-52/211
Rimonim - Finial of Torah, it means pomegranates in
Hebrew, which reminds you the shape of initial crown.
The crown of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H — 44,4.
N°10-52/214
The crown of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H - 38.
N°10-52/215
The crown of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H - 32,5.
N°10-52/211
The crown symbolically emphasises the grandeur and
importance of the Torah. The tradition of decorating
Torah, crowned started in the middle ages. It is often
decorated with marvelouse and brilliant coinage -
based on Jewish motivations handwritings, with the
representations of animals and other tipes of orna-
ments. The crown is equipped with bells and announ-
cethe appearance of Torah.

Sh. Koboshvili. The worshipping to the Bible of Breti.
Paper, gouache, water-colour. 40X60. N27-98/17
Medieval manuscript written on parchment, the
miraculous cult of “The Bible of Breti”is connected
with the Jews from the village Breti. After losing it, the
worshipping object the printed version of the Bible,
which belonged to the Avalishvilis by the representa-
tives of the Davarashvilis. Due to this fact, it wasre-
named as “Davaraant Bible” or “Suramian” Bible. One of
the servant of the Synagogue, took care of it. When a
sick person, or visitors used to enter a place,he made
them stroke the surface of the Bible, with closed eyes
and read a line. This process was considered to be the
special treatment, owing to its miraculous features.
Sh. Koboshvili. Supplicating for the Bible of Breti. Card-
board, Indian ink, pencil. 23,5X30,5. N27-98/56

D. Gvelesiani. Threatment by the Bible of Breti. Oil on
wood. 61,3X40,3. N27-98/70

D. Gvelesiani. Prayer against the drought. Paper,
water-colour. 27,7X41. N27-98/67

D. Gvelesiani. A legend about the Bible of Lailashi. Oil
on canvas. 30X43,3. N27-98.67
Bible of Lailashi represents a handwriting version of
Torah, accompained with comments and colourful
geometrical decorative figures. Nowadays it is saved at
the Institute of manuscripts, as well as the Bible of
Breti. It is dated by the end of the Xc. or the beginning
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of the Xlc. Maybe the part of it could be dated by Xllc.
Supposedly, Torah used to be written by different peo-
ple and at various periods: e.i.in Palestine, Egypt, and
even in Persia. Presumably, it was brought to Georgia,
at the time of great migration of Jews. It is said to have
the magic power and miraculous features. It became
the main worship item of the the both Jews and
Georgians. And according to the legend, the Bible of
Lailashi was brought to Georgia on the Angels’wimgs.
Bundle. Cotton and sateen textile, knitted on the
weaving loom, printed. 85X80. N22121

Bundle. Brocade, silk, knitted on the hand weaving
loom. 84X56. N21748

Sh. Koboshvili. A wife of rich Jewish merchant going
to the bath-house. 1940. Paper, gouache, lacquer.
39,5X53,5. N°7-98/23

Sh. Koboshvili. Bathing of women in the Mikveh.
Paper, gouache. 27X40. N27-98/60

Mikveh is the ritual bath house (nearby the Syna-
gogue) for the women.

Sh. Koboshvili. Gossip-mongers. 1939. Paper, gouach.
40,5X38. N27-98/60

Sh. Koboshvili. Missionary selling Soil from Jerusalem.
1938. Paper, gouach. 22,5X18,5. N°7-98/63

At the end XIX c. and at the beginning of XX c. a defi-
nite amount of “Shaliakhes” (missionaries) were being
sent from Jerusalem to various countries. Their mission
was to help the hard-up, poor Jews to collect money,
donations for Synagogues. They were allowed even to
sell the shred of Jerusalem Saint ground-among Jew-
ish people.

Sh. Koboshvili. At the Sorcerer’s. Paper, water-colour,
gouache. 21X27. N27-98/18

In Akhaltsikhe region the major part of Jeewish
sorcerer’s consisted of women, But sometimes the
executers were Khahams (the cult servant). The main
obligation of the sorcerer involves supplication for
the God to cure the ill man. The Jews of Akhaltsikhe,
deeply believed that every disease had its own angel.
That'’s why the treatment always started with the
prayers to those angels. But special and more serious
diseases were cured and treated by means of amulets
and special major prayers.

Sh. Koboshvili. Casting a spell over by the sorcerer.
Paper, gouache, Indian ink. 26,5X32. N27-98/11
Amulet. 3,5X4,5. Silver, sard. N°20.08
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The using of amulets has an old tradition. They con-
sists of the magic words, moost of all “shaday’; which
defence its owner from the misfortune.

Amulet. Silver. 7X6. N244-12/7

Amulet (Shaday). Metal, velvet. N210-52/226

Sh. Koboshvili. Pinjraoba - Women's playing. 1940.
Paper, colourful pencil. 40,5X51,5. N°7-98/28

Bundle. Cotton and chintz printed cotton. 85X80.
N°1698

D. Gvelesiani. Chandler in the village. Oil on canvas.
70,3X100,3. N214-98/2

Sh. Koboshvili. Caravan. 1939. Oil on canvas. 52X66.
N97-98/44

At the beginning of the XIXc. well-off Jews merchants
were moving by means of camels and horses. Caravans
of goods usually followed by wholesale merchants
“chalvadres” (the owners of camels and horses) and
caravanbashis (the leader of caravans).

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish merchant. Paper, water-
colour, gouache, Indian ink. 28X16. N27-98/30

The main occupation for the Jews of Georgia, during
the Feudalist age was traiding. In the second half of
the XIXc. we can devide the Jews merchants in three
main parts. The wholesale ones (Sovdagari), mid-

dle leveled and the patty ones. The last ones were
called “mesopleebi” (villagers). It included the biggest
amount of merchants throughout the country.

Sh. Koboshvili. A wife of rich Jewish merchant. Paper,
cardboard, water-colour, gouache, Indian ink. 24X15.
Ne7-98/27

Sh.Koboshvili. Dvatsatnik. A trander. Paper, gouache,
lacquer. 46X36. N°7-98/35

In Akhaltsikhe, petty traders were wandering door

to door in the cities, especially in the in the suburbs.
Some of them gave in debt their goods to clerks and
military servants. The debtors received their monthly
salary on the 20th of each month. This was the reason
of naming the trades man “Dvatsatnik” (“Dvatsats”
means 20 in Russian language).

Sh. Koboshvili. The market in Akhaltsikhe. 1940. Paper,
gouache. 38X53. N27-97/22

Sh. Koboshvili. Mass selling of serfs. 1940. Oil on can-
vas. 70X101. N°7-98/49

According to the historical facts in Feudalic Georgia,
the bondmaid was the possession of the Jewish mas-
ter. He was allowed to sell, present, take away as part
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of the dowry, engage and etc.

D.Gvelesiani. Portrait of Shalom Koboshvili. 1940. Oil
on canvas. 70X101. N27-98/49

D.Gvelesiani. Jew. Paper, water-colour. 35X25,5.
Ne7-98/7

D.Gvelesiani. Jew. Paper, water-colour. 34X27.
N27-98/88

D.Gvelesiani. Old Jew. Paper, pencil. 34X30. N°7-98/82
D. Gvelesiani. Jewish women. Paper, water-colour.
32X17.N2e7-98/75

Ermakov’s photo. A Jew with nuts. Ne1690

Ermakov’s photo. The Jews. N21981

Ermakov’s photo. Jew. The salesman of nuts. N°6161
Ermakov’s photo. A Jew. N25016

Ermakov’s photo. A Jew from Akhaltsikhe. N21288
Ermakov’s photo. A Jew from Armenia. N21295
Ermakov’s photo. Rabbin. A Jew from Imereti. N21294
A photo by unknown author. A Jew. N°7-98/151
Ermakov’s photo. Akhaltsikhe. A Jewish part of an old
city. N°2983

Ermakov’s photo. Kutaisi. Armenian church at the
edge of the Rioni river and a Jewish part of the city.
N24849

Ermakov’s photo. Kutaisi. The common view of a Jew-
ish district. N°1463
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Special thanks for helping and for the financial support
to the Embassy of Israel and personally the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Israel in
Georgia, to excellency Mr. Shabtai Tsur

Jewish Agency Sokhnut and in private the head of its
Representative office in the Southern Caucasus Mr. Gregory
Brodsky

Israel-Georgia Chamber of Business and personally its
president Mr. Itsik Moshe and cityM group existed at the
Chamber of Business

Israeli Embassy cultural Centre and personally the First
Secretary of the Embassy Mr. Mikhael Barkan
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