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Much is said and written about the excellent relation-
ships between Israel and Georgia. Let me state once
more that we all are proud of these special and century-
old relationships. | declare this as an ordinary citizen of
Georgia and also as the General Director of the Georgian
National Museum, the organization that preserves and
studies the heritage of our country.

The exhibition “Georgian Jews, History and Culture” and
the related catalogue are seen as an important project
for our Museum. This initiative presents the life of the
Georgian Jews. The project is a splendid example of the
fruitful cooperation for those who consider culture and
politics to be within one context.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to all partici-
pants of the project and its supporters: The Embassy
of Israel in Georgia, Jewish Historical Seminar, Ben-Zvi
Institute for the Study of Jewish Communities of the
East, St. Andrew the First-Called Ceorgian University
of the Patriarchate of Georgia and to all staff of the
Georgian National Museum who worked with enthusi-
asm and devotion on the preparation of the exhibition
and the publication.

Prof. David Lordkipanidze
Director General of the
Georgian National Museum
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The deeply rooted friendly relationship between
the Georgian and Jewish nations receives an
impressive expression through an exhibition of
Georgian - Jewish fine art that presents the Jew-
ish life and its heritage in Georgia.

| wish to express my gratitude to the Geor-
gian National Museum for the production of
the exhibition as well as catalogue.

The exhibition, no doubt, is an additional contri-
bution to the unique and friendly relations be-
tween Georgia and Israel.

Sincerely,
Dr. Itzhak Gerberg
Ambassador of Israel
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THE JEWS OF GEORGIA
Their History and Culture

he objective of the exhibition is to acquaint

the public with the rich Jewish cultural heri-
tage in Georgia, the country which became a
motherland for many Jews as early as the 6th cen-
tury BC.

For us the exhibition is also part of a large inter-
national project “Holy Land and Georgia’, which
aims at further promoting collaboration between
Israel and Georgia in the sphere of the preserva-
tion and study of the cultural heritage of both
countries.

The history of relations between Georgia and the
Holy Land counts many centuries. According to
ancient Georgian sources, the relations of Geor-
gians with Hebrews can be traced back to the
time of Nabuchodonosor the Great, more precise-
ly to the period after the looting and destruction
of Jerusalem, when the first wave of Jews entered
Kartli. Georgian written sources also refer to sev-
eral subsequent waves of Jews arriving and set-
tling down in Georgia between the 1st century
BC and the 1st century AD. However, at present
the Jewish presence in Georgia is documented
by other pieces of direct evidence from the early
centuries AD.

The relations between Georgia and the Holy Land
became particularly intimate in the 4th century,
after the adoption of Christianity as official re-

ligion in Kartli, Eastern Georgia. The special at-
titude of the Georgians towards the Holy City of
Jerusalem is evidenced by the names given to
various places in Mtksheta and its environs in the
4th-5th century repeating those in Jerusalem in
the time of Christ, namely: Golgotha, Bethlehem,
Mount Tabor, Mount of Olives, Bithynia and Geth-
semane. The names of the earliest church (“Holy
of Holies",“Holy Zion’",“Mother of All Churches”,“Of
the Holy Apostles”) built in Mtskheta in the 4th
and 5th centuries and the aforementioned top-
onyms suggest that Mtskheta was built as the im-
age of Jerusalem of the 4th-5th century. Mtskheta
is actually another Jerusalem — another Jerusalem
in Georgia.

However, it is also noteworthy that this not only
meant the symbolic inclusion of Mtskheta, capital
of Kartli, into the sacral Christian geography (as
was the case in other ancient countries), but also
had practical liturgical implications as it prepared
grounds for the adoption of the church rite of Je-
rusalem. Kartli was under the influence of Jerusa-
lem tradition of not only of the New Testament,
but of the Old Testament as well.

Another remarkable fact is the important con-
tribution made by the Jewish community of
Mtskheta to the success of Christianity in Geor-
gia, as described in ancient Georgian sources. The
first followers of St Nino, the Illuminator of Kartli,
were Jews from Mtskheta, while the first priest of
Mtskheta was a local Jew named Abiathar. The



research conducted over the past decades has
shown a particularly intimate relationship be-
tween Georgian Christianity and the Holy Land
taking its roots in early times.

At present it seems possible to identify two trends
in Christianity as it existed in 4th century Kartli. The
earliest was the Jewish-Christian tradition, which
was followed by the Hellenistic one. The triumph
of the latter is evidenced by the proclamation of
the official state religion. Naturally, little by little
the new trend superseded the Jewish-Christian
tradition. This may serve as an explanation to the
fact that the vestiges of the Jewish-Christian tradi-
tion were ignored and concealed for centuries at
the time of Georgia's conversion, and attention was
shifted to the new trend, i.e. the Greek tradition.

However, it is still possible to trace remnants of
this ancient tradition in old Georgian historical
and liturgical sources and thus reveal with perfect
clarity the role the Jewish community of Mtskheta
in converting Kartli to Christianity.

The presence of Christians in the Jewish commu-
nity in Mtskheta is also evident by the specificity
of the necropolises found at Samtavro, Mtskheta
and at Urbnisi, a town not far from Mtskheta.
These two necropolises differ from all the other
similar sites preserved in Georgia.

Tamila Mgaloblishvili

St. Andrew the First-Called Georgian University
of the Patriarchate of Georgia
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While there is no trace of the presence of Jews in
Georgia in the archaeological material of the 6™ -1+
cc BC, the situation changes dramatically from the
very first centuries AD: there are numerous direct
and indirect evidences of the presence of Jewish
population in different parts of Georgia, particularly
in the cities of Mtskheta and Urbnisi.

Yet in 1872, excavations at the ancient Samtavro
necropolis in Mtskheta yielded a tomb stele with a
Hebrew epitaph commemorating “Father Jehudah,
nicknamed Gurk” (Gurk means a Georgian in old
Hebrew). In 1938 the same Samtavro necropolis re-
vealed another similar stele with a Hebrew inscrip-
tion mentioning “Joseph bar Khazan and his brother
Shallom”Both tombstones date from the second to
fifth centuries AD. So does a gold strip bearing an
inscription in Hebrew; it is an amulet belonging to
a Jewish person from Mtskheta — Abraham, son of
Sarah. Thus, it can be concluded that a Jewish com-
munity did live in Mtskheta at the beginning of New
Era and that at least some of the thousands of tombs
of this time at Samtavro necropolis belonged to the
Jews.

In this connection it is also noteworthy that, as it be-
comes clear, in early Christian period the Samtavro
necropolis was called akldama (“Akeldam’, see Acts,
I, 19-20) - a word of Jerusalem, or Hebrew-Aramaic
origin (later this name moved to a cyst — the type of a
tomb common at Samtavro). Apart from this, the ori-
entation of the deceased at Samtavro tombs of this
time differ from their contemporary ones researched
elsewhere in Georgia (most of the deceased are laid
with their heads eastwards). The burial inventory is
very specific too: four hundred sixth to eighth centu-

ry burials with inventory out of 1,600 recovered be-
fore 1967 turned out 1,100 glass unguentaria, while
only glassware was revealed in 59 tombs. Tombs of
the 1%t -3 cc of the Samtavro necropolis are also
distinguished by abundance of glass unguentaria,
where nearly 100 of those have been uncovered.
These glass vessels were used for transporting fra-
grant oils and application of aromatic oils and oint-
ments was absolutely important in burial rituals of
Jews (see Mark 16,1).

Apart from Samtavro, the only ancient necropolis
researched in Georgia, which is equivalent to it with
respect to both above mentioned features, i. e. by
the orientation of the deceased as well as by abun-
dance of glass vessels, is the Urbnisi necropolis dated
to the 1%t -3 centuries. As it is known from ancient
Georgian written sources, a Jewish community lived
at Urbnisi at the beginning of the 4™ century, when
the Georgian apostle St. Nino arrived in Georgia from
Jerusalem. Over 200 unguentaria were recovered in
65 burials out of 140 of the Urbnisi necropolis, while
one tomb even yielded a signet ring bearing a He-
brew inscription - “testimony”.

At the beginning of our era Jews lived not only in
Mtskheta and Urbnisi but elsewhere in Georgia,
which is quite reliably attested by, for example, two
bronze spade-like objects, the so called batilli at De-
doplis Gora (Kareli district). Analogous objects were
common in the first-century Palestine and in those
countries which had Jewish Diasporas (Syria, Carta-
gena, Rome). Apparently, these Jews used batilli as
objects in performing their family religious rituals
and they may have somehow been related to funer-
ary rites. It is evidenced by the fact that representa-

tions of these objects occur on Jewish tombstones
in Northern Africa. It is remarkable, that one of the
tombstones with a Hebrew inscription excavated in
Mtskheta a batillum-like object is sculptured along-
side a glass unguentarium related to old Jewish fu-
nerary rites. A first-century iron batillum was found
at Mtskheta too.

lulon Gagoshidze

Chief Scientist of
Georgian National Museum
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It is a fact that, Jews are people of great religion, his-
tory and culture. Despite victimization, which they
had suffered in various countries for centuries, not
only had they kept their origin, but they managed to
develop their own culture. Besides they perfectly man-
aged to adopt and synthesize with the local traditions.
This is particularly characteristic for the Georgian Jews.
Georgian itself, is the rarest exception, where the kind
and friendly attitude was shown towards them ever
since. Probably, this is the reason which explains the
unique phenomenon, that only in Georgia, the Jews,
except religious, did not have different language and
dialect, they hardly differ with clothes (which is obvi-
ously shown at the exhibition), they had never lived
in ghettos. Georgian Jew - even this expression makes
clear how thoroughly Jewry in Georgia, how they
loved Georgian language, customs so as not to forget
Jewish customs. Despite definite assimilation, which
is common for co-living in Diaspora, Georgian Jews
tenderly kept and brought their own religion through
centuries. They strictly followed the commandment of
Moses, especially the second one - it was forbidden
for them to create a portrayal, which made stipulation
for not only for aesthetical, but moreover for develop-
ment of ceremonial art.

At this exhibition we tried to represent the oldest
Jewish exhibits and as well the Georgian Jews Histor-
ic-ethnographic Museum’s collection, which in the
1933-1951 was located in ancient cupula-shaped Syn-
agogue . By setting up the museum, the research and
scientific studies of Georgian Jews historical past life,
was assumed as a basis.

In order to gather the museum’s collection in 1933-
1936, the expeditions took place in the regions sol-

idly inhabited by the Jews. It was possible to collect
a great number of sketches, photos, amulets, cult
and religious materials, national costumes and other
exhibits. The convoked artists, participated in expedi-
tion, were fixing and spotting the Jews standards and
details reflecting their mode of life.. With this museum
is associated the name of the self-taught artist Sha-
lom Koboshvili (1876-1941). Shalom Koboshvili is the
first Jewish painter in Georgia and owing to his mag-
nificent biography, he deserves the special attention.
In that period he was banned to paint by his parents,
according to the Jewish traditions. Only at the age of
61 his dream came true and he started to paint when
he began working as a guardian at the Jewish Historic-
ethnographic museum of Georgia in 1937. The draw-
ing, seen there stimulated him to reflect the life and
history of his people in his works. His creative activity
lasted only for three years (before he died), but even
during such a short period he managed to create the
documentary-narrative chronicle of the magnificent
mode of life of Georgian Jews.

In 1951 the museum was closed down, as the hearth of
Sionizm, after seizure of the synagogue, every exhib-
its was handled to the S.Janashia Georgian Museum,
1.Grishashvili Thilisi History Museum (Karvasla) and the
National Centre of Manuscripts. Up today they are still
kept there.

In 1988 by support of the Georgian Academy of Sci-
ences was founded the Association of Georgian-Jew-
ish Relations. In 1992, under order of Georgian Govern-
ment, the Jewish Museum was restored by the above
mentioned association, since then it has been named
after David Baazov. The museum was situated in the
building of the old Synagogue, but due to its dan-
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gerous and wrecking conditions, the collections are
still kept in the depositories of the Georgian National
Museum and the National Centre of Manuscripts. In
1992-2001 the Director of this Museum was Dr. Shalva
Tsitsuashvili, nowadays it is conducted by Mr. Givi
Gambashidze.

Georgian National Museum is organizing the third
exhibition of the Jewish museum’s collection. In
the I.Grishashvili Thilisi History Museum (Karvasla) in
2006 conducted the personal exhibition of Shalom
Koboshvili and published complete catalogue of his
works due to the special data — the 130™ Anniversary
of painter and in 2008 was the year of accomplishing
75 years of foundation of the Georgian Jews Historic-
ethnographic museum and the 60th Anniversary of
the Independence of the State of Israel was dedicated
the exhibition “Eternal Flame” (Culture and Habit of
Georgian Jews).

Third exhibition take place in Sh. Amiranashvili Muse-
um of Fine Arts and dedicates to the Jewish Historical
Seminars organized by the Jerusalem’s Ben Zvi Jewish
Institute. This exhibition represents not only the collec-
tion of Jewish museum (XIX-XX c. exhibits), but as well
oldest historical Georgian Jews items from the collec-
tions of Georgian National Museum, National Centre of
Manuskripts and National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Preservation of Georgia, Didi Mtskheta State Archaeo-
logical Reservation-Museum.

Lela Tsitsuashvili

Art historian
Shalva Amiranashvili Museum of Fine Art
Curator of the Exhibitions
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51-52. LEgmgdo gdGogmo gdn@egagdoo. Ibgms. badmagmmb bLadstmgaba. II-V bl
The tomb steles with Hebrew epitaphs. Mtskheta. Samtavro cemetery. 2"-5% cc
992V 210°D QY 72XN 1AR
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53.  mdmmb gomgods - $3mg@n gdMsmma
Bombgom. 3bgms. V-VI bb

Gold strip - amulet with Hebrew inscription.
Mtskheta. 5%-6% cc

(277) "2y 00 oy ynp

54.  moamadal dodmas. X-XI Ll
Lailashi Bible. 1011t cc
20 (wmm) 77N wmin nwnn



55-56. 3M0bgomb SoGnmedydo. @gomuzmob gm&s (Jows JoGmemo). I'b
Bronze batilli. Dedoplis Gora (Shida Kartli). 1t

79V T yon

21



57. bobo@oab Bsbars
Tallit bag
nvhuh Pon

(i WV AP LY s

F R il =
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' II. a

58.  3omgbsomo (em@as-domen)
Calendar (Torah-Shield)
I mo




59-64. Bab@Bob mogbs 3Gog930
Girdles for chikhti
(vwon)  AnIRT

23



65.  LoMBygmo, dnb3gb@n
Girdle
a0

66. LomGygmo (8Mo3396E0)
Girdle
aMAn

d.3mdmdgomo. (39330 boagm »

Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo
1200 I ONwp.Y

Jmaan
Waistcoat
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69.
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©. 339mgbosba. gdMogmo 3s@sfMdsma

D. Gvelesiani. The Jewish bride
T AP OIN0O0aT

70.

3.3mdmdg0ma. sbamzobgmo gdMsgma 3o@oMdomo
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Akhaltsikhe
ARONRN DT AP0 ONwap.w



72.  Bobrgdo

Socks
[akhininby

= -

73.  mgfmgeds
Golden dress
(2a7) 792 nonw

£ PN

i

71, domoal ggbbsazdgmo
Woman's shoes
QAR

N g

-




Jomab sbsemybo 75.  mgfmgeds

Akhalukhi for women Golden dress
DW1OTA OMONR YT (2nm) 59 nvnw

d.3mdmdgamoa. (39335 boogm »
Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo

baintalyp e}













79.  Bgoogeds
Blouse
el

81.  3.3mdmdgomo. bodm@Babm 3080l godmdeo
Sh. Koboshvili. Pattering of a wedding dress ~ »
790 NPRw DT ONUNRR.Y

80. goMRob 60d¢ydn
Pattern of brocade

hiokalol miirl 7 abyt
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< 82. 9.3mdm3z0m0. @gmPmob
Boggobs 5d56mdo (8n339)

Sh. Koboshvili. Taking the bride
to the bath-house (Mikveh)

PR A2 M Onwap.w

83.

3.3mdmdgoma. sbam(zobgmo gdogma o@omdaoema
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Aklaltsikhe
Bk eitaReiathih b ERA /Al PR

84.

d.3mdmdg0ma. sbamzobgmo 9dGogmo 6y
Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish groom from Akhaltsikhe

IEOARA YT I M.

35
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86  o3qmy@gdo
Amulets
mynp

< 85.  3.3mdm3gmmm. ggobdo — Fbamgal s@bgs
Sh. Koboshvili. Jayzy - The inventory of trousseau
PRIW T — 395K SN

87.  oggxomobob d¢wg ’
Tfillin bag
?70n? oo

88.  Logomsbemol g

The sheath foracomb

1200% PN 37



.:_r__l_ -
- e
nr.._.........,..u....
o S g
- .-Ill-.llll s
B e T Y
- L- = . s
.-....-.--J._.ﬂJE..t._ o
.r - = 4 = |
T Tq.--._.__.r.f-r_r__.. oy T s
o -yl i |
T g TR -
- ol - =
1...........,.... v T

©.339gb0sba. 3s@oMdmoal bymgdal gmgdgs nboor »

D. Gvelesiani. Colouring the bride’s hands

-
o

-
/

7D 0DV LOIXDY2.










bogdm@bobm Ga@momo

©.339mgbosbo. bygs -
D. Gvelesiani. Khupa - ritual of wedding ceremony

<92,

I N1PAN IR00923.T

hEsk=rXnive)l

no1

®0dab bosoa
Pocket watch

93.

00 YW

Jomob Jodsto
Woman's belt

94.

0°W1 NN




95. . a39mgbosbo. 6ygg-egomaymab dg8m@egds bobsgmasda
D. Gvelesiani. Leading of the bridegroom round in the Synagogue

ND1377 N°2% 71931 10T NAPIN IRDDAT

96. gddMmoaemga. 3odsmmo — 3o@oMdmab (39330 »
Gabrielov. Kabaluli — bride’s dance

775 TP










98.  536gdxdol 60dyda
Pattern of silk

Wwn 12 YW a7

99.  mgfmgeds
Golden dress
(27) 795 nonw

< 97.  3.3mdm3gomo. sgms — bagm@Babm mmabo
Sh. Koboshvili. Ajla - wedding room
PRIV T — AR MR




100. 3.3mdm3g0emo. 353330b @adowgds
46 Sh. Koboshvili. A birth of a child
T nTh
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. 3.3mdm3g0mo. 3539300 Bobrsba(33gmam Bayzeabs bobsgmasda
Sh. Koboshvili. Taking a child for circumcision to the Synagogue

7% N2% PN MY






102. 0.339mgb0sbo. Bobows(3ggms bobogmasdo

< D. Gvelesiani. Circumcision in the Synagogue
N0157 N°22 797 N2 CIR°DYANT

W l.j ‘F “’ g E ‘E
Pootle o8 e
Sepa’ P sdoee
Rgamoa oy
E H v 104. 35m0dols 3060
Pillow cloth
NP2UMPT A9°X

Fﬂ E,J!r 2 5 -
Py ﬁ'}?& ﬁ ﬂm 5 ﬂ. % s a ; 103. 3om0dals 3060

Pillow cloth
n2VMPT 79°%

49






3sMmbg@ob gMoadgb@o
Fragment of Parokhet
none

'!

i '.-.-q'--‘q_..-l

< 105. ©.339mgbosbo. mm(33s bobogmgsda 106 . 356mbg@o, byBgBomMob BoGrs
D.Gvelelsiani. Prayer in the Synagogue Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain

NO137 N°32 7500 IX0HAA.T noM3




108. 3.3mdmdganmo. bg@gdo — sbsmgdo

Sh. Koboshvili. Kherem - anathema
oan ."7’11W131|7.W

109. .839mmqbosbo. 5650730l dg8mga »
D. Gvelesiani. After anathema
07 MR CIRP0P.T

107. 3ommbg@o — LgggHomMab Gomms

Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain
no1Md
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. 0.339m9b0sbo. 3535005, Bqbobal msdg
D. Gvelesiani. Hagada - Pesach night
10D W 7TNT °IN0720.7




112, bobyydol Lobsbormg
Khanukha candlestick
200N

113, ©.339mgbosba. baboydal Lobomgdal sbmgds
D. Gvelesiani. Lightening of Khanukha candles >
917 NN NPYTA OIN03T










115, .339mgbosba. Imbg@o — R3Mabzgmab ©s33ms
D.Gvelesiani. Shokhet - Slaughtering poultry
LMY IND72.T

<114, 3.3mdmdg0mo. gMHabggmob @s33ms Mgmogana Bgboo
Sh.Koboshvili. Slaughtering poultry according to religious rules
WD aunw

116. domEan

Bagdadi
nnoun

59






118. LgggPomeal 3ods
Covering of Torah scroll
1710 M0

119. LyggPomes
Torah scroll
170 150

117. 3.3m3mdz0ma. bygggHom@ab go8m@obs bobsgmasda
Sh. Koboshvili. Exposing the Torah scrolls in the Synagogue
aMMN DnRw AN ."7’11P131|7.W 61
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124. 3.3mdm3gomo. obmgboom 36 gmal dadmaabowda
Sh. Koboshvili. Supplicating for the Bible of Breti
aMnan awpa

< 125, 3.3m3m3gnmo. dHgmol dodemanl maygzebal3gds
Sh. Koboshvili. The worshipping to the Bible of Breti
a7N7 °192 NNnnwa

126. ©.339mgbosbo. 339Mbsmmds dMgmal dodmanm
D. Gvelesiani. Threatment by the Bible of Breti
a7N7 DAtV AR

65



127. 0.839mmgbosbo. agoemgob babnbssm8ogam mm330
66 D. Gvelesiani. Prayer against the drought
NT®A 721 77°0N0 IN0072A.T



128. 0.339mmgbnsbo. mgagbos moaradal dndmoal dgbabgd

D. Gvelesiani. A legend about the Bible of Lailashi
W) 7707 190 DY TR




1-4. Labgmbo(3bgdemggdoa. dabe.
bogoBmggeamb gMmmgbamo 39bgnda (Lgd.).
b.5¢965300b Labgemmdal 39dgydo (%3).
1-1961:3538; 1-1961:3542; 1-1961:3540;
1-1961:3539.
1E360bob badammgabo (Jos JoMomn), badsmba
N2193. | bagy 36y
H: 7.4 1,8; 11.8 1b3; 6.2 1L3; 7.2 LA.

5-9. Lobymbozbgdmggda. dobo.
Lgd.%8. 1-1962:3617; 1-1962:3615; 1-1961:3544;
1-1961:3579; 1-1961:3555.
13600l badammgabo (Jors JoMomn), bodsmba
N2193. | Loy gmby.
Lodsmeg (H): 4.5 b3; 5 1L3; 11 13; 4..2 bL3; 3.5 LA.

dobos@ogmnmo babgmba3bgdmagda. dabs.
Lgd.3. 1-1962:3883; 1-1962:3889; 1-1962:3886;
1-1962:3888; 1-1962:3884; 1-1962:3885;
1-1962:3887.
1E360bob badammgebo (Jos JoGomn). badsmba
N2230. | bagy36g.
H:4.2 1b3; 2.3 1L3; 3.3 1bI; 3.7 1LI; 4 LA; 4 LA; 3.7 LA.

bobgmbagbgdmggda. Babs.
bgd.xd. 1-1962:3897; 1-1962:3899; 1-1962:98;
1-1962:3882. 9360bab LadoGmgaba (dos
Joomo), badombo N2230. | by 3¢6g.
H:7.8 1L3; 6 1L3; 6.5 1L3; 4.5 LA.

Lobgmbobgdmygdo. abo.
by3.d. 1-1962:3880; 1-1962:3881; 1-1962:3882.
©360bob badammgabo (Jors JoMmmn), bodsmba
N2230. | bogygby.
H: 13 18; 13 b3; 15.2 L.

24, dmoro. dabs.
Lgd.%3. 1-1962:3890.
1E360bob badammgabo (Jos JoGomn), bodsmba
N2230. | bagy36g.
H:19.5 L.a.

25.  baggb@omanda. mabs.
bgd.58. 1-1962:3879.
13600l badsmgebo (Jows JoGomn), badsmba
N2230. | Loy gby.
H:22 1,3.

10-16.

17-20.

21-23.

68

26-31. 3060s@og@ymo babgmbo3bgdmggdoa. dobs.
by3.0. 1-1962:3891; 1-1962:3893; 1-1962:3892;
1-1962:3894; 1-1962:3896; 1-1962:3895.
3600l badoMmzgabo (Jos JoMomn), badsmba
N2230. | bay3nbg.

H:4 1:8; 3.3 13; 4 18; 3.5 13; 3.2 18; 3.1 bA.

Faedgmo. mabas.
bgd.%8. 1-1962:3870; 1-1962:3871; 1-1962:3609;

1-1961:3578.
E360L0b bado@mzgabo (Jos Joomn),

32-35.

Lodambgdo N9230 (NeN232,33) oo N2193. | Logy3aby.

H: 15.5 b3; 18 b3; 16 b3; 6 L.

36.  3M0bgomb gdMonmbBombgmnsbo badgdmagn
dggeab 56sdggco.
bg3.%8. 3em03@030b Bmbn. N21016.
3600l badammzgabo (Jos JoMomn), badsmba
N2167. 11l Loy 3by.
0b@omomb L. 1 63. W. 0.8 1La.
bodggdmagbdg ngnmbgds: “dmbBmds”.

37-41. 8doggdo. Jo63s, 303960, dHmema,
LaMomboa, 30bo.

by8.%d. 1-1961:3569; 1-1961:3570.

3600l badammzgabo (Jos JoMomn), badsmbao

N2193. | Loy gmby.

8doggdo. botiombo. 80bs. 3gMadngs.
1g8.8. 1-1962:3612.
63600l badommzgabo (Jos JoMomn), badsmbo
N2193. | bagygmby.

bogomgdoa. Jomgos.
b3.%d. 1-1961:3567; 1-1961:3568; 1-1961:3569;
1-1961:3570.
3600l badammgabo (Jos JoMomn), badsmbao
N2193. | Loy gby.

51, bLEgme gdHoyma Bo@Bgmom. J30dsggs.
b3.%9. g3ob BMbo (mmodosemoyydo). N2150.
33bgos. badmagmmb Lodsmmgsboa. II-V bog30bg.
H.83 13, W. 50-35 113, Th. 12 1b3.
930850590 0bbgbagds “ambgd 36 babsb o
80bo d3s dormma”.

52, LEgmo gdMoyma Bo@mbgmom. d303sggs.

42-44,

45-50.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

199.%3. g30b BmMbo (modoaaydn). N23.
33bgme. badmagmmb badammgsbo. II-V Loy 39bg.
H.67 L3, W.62 1L, Th. 25 L3.

93089530580 0bbgbogds “853s ngmws,
39@bobyrro 396"

539mg@o 9dGogmo Bo@bgno. md@m.

©0©0 836900l LobgmB8Bagm o6 dgmemmann®a
39g¢80b. 01-6-VIII-1437.

3(3bgme. Jos Jomoda. babema Ne1. V bawm 364.
H.5.8 1,3, W.2.8 b3, bmbs 0.835 a.

6690l 0065635, 53350m b0 g3mogbmms
5363538 bamsb dgb.

06050 30dm0s (moomadol dodmoas). 9@®a@o.
bgmbabgMms gmmgbamo (396@ 0. Hebr. No3.
masnmada. mgBbndo. X-XI bag3n6g.

33960b Dmdgdo: 44L3 x 38L,3.

549b@aba - BoGnemado. dG0bgom.
bodoBmggmmb gMmgbama dndgnda (bgd.).
3.0806560830em0b babgemmdol bgmmgbgdal
89D (b3.). A 125:2610.

©gmPmob am@s (3o JoGmemo).

1 boygmby.

Log@dyg (L) 30.4 3. bogabg (W) 9..2 bA.
54ob@aba - BoGnemdo. dG0bgom.

bgd. b3. A 125:2611.

©gmBmob am@s (Bows JoMmeo).

| ba 3byg.

L. 30.6 b3, W. 12.5 La.

Lobo@ob Rsboe. baggMmobs s 35330b Jbmgomo,
mdMmdzgn, 6odsgfo bomgo. H-62,5, L-41,8
Lobo@o baGo@gomm, gmBgdosbo dmbabbado,
A3gmbocs 3585353980 mm(330L MmL 0ggbgdgb.
3omgbooMa. gMoyg, mncmmbdyg ggwge. H-29,5.
N°10-52/230 .

©5g30b d390 6560rm38n, Jmodn, mob gnombs
momnmbob 3memaydo Ramoggdamos 33000
mommbob GoMgnds gdtenmo bambyMgdaon.
Bob@ob mogbsgfoga. bagg@mabs s 536 9dydals
Jbemgama, mdmmd 3900, Mgmogynca badsgn
boomgo. 51X3,5. N2g-1701



60.

61.

62.

63.

64,

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

Rob@ob mogbs dogo. bagg@mobs s 35380l
Jbemgomao, Lbgdms, dsmomnbn, mdHmdzgwo,
M9m0gBPco 6s3sgo bomgo. 49X3,5. N2g-1700
Bob@ob mogbsgdoga. bagg@oab Jbmgaemo,
53698130l doggn, 6s8sgMa booga, 3396dymo
Bogogmds. 55X3,5. N2g-1712

Rab@ob mogbsgMoga. baggmoal Jbmgaemn,
5369330b doggn, 3396dmEs s m@BbEagn
Loongoa. 55X3,5. N2g-1705

Bob@ob mogbsg@ogo. baggMmol Jbmgoma, 35380l
dogn, m@IbGogo booga. 45X3. N2g-1713

Bob@ob mogbs mogo. baggdwab Jbmgaemo,
mdMmB39@0, Mgmogxynmo 6odsgmo bomgo. 46X5.
Neg-1704

Lo Ygma. 536g3dobo s 3530l Jbmgamao,
mdMmB39w0, mMdbcoga bomgo. H—203,L-7,1.
N210-52/134

LoBGYgmo (BMoa896@)0). Goths, 536939 8als
Jbmgomo, mdemd g, Mgmoggnco 6s3sgn
Loongon. H-74,L-16,5.N21053/123

9mg30. baggMabs ©s 35330b Jbmgoemo,
mdBm8 3900, d9D3gb@)n, 6585360 s 3356dymo
Loomgo. H - 30. N2g-1869

3.3mdmag0mo. (39335 boogm (Jomms ganxm®o
(39339)- 1940. Igygom, BgMomo Gobgamo. 19X24,5.

Ne7-98/38

©.839gb0sbo. gdMsgmo 3s@omdama. Jomameo,
53306 gmo. 45X28. N°7-98/97

3.3mdm3g0ma. sboe30bgmo gdGHogmo
Bo@omdamo. Jomammo dggom, BgMan Gobdoto,
amox08)0, &do. 26,5X14,5. N°7-98/31

B0obgdo. 536dndabe ©s 35380l doggn, Babrol
Rbomgdom bogbmgn (adndeeon). H — 45. N2g-1728

B9bbazdgmo (Jomob). bagg®oabes s Gommb
gbmgoero, @obho, Byogo, mdhmdzgwo,
M9mogg©o 6sdsgco bomga. Ne10-52/63
M0 gods (Jorol bogm@mBobem @obba38gmo).
mdGmdbmgamo, 53653n80bs s 35330l

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

Jbmgomo, yobambo, bgmob obasbg bagbmgo.

H —124.Neg-1885

sbamaba (Jomab). goBs, 53693n8abs s 35830l
Jbmgoma, yoomaba, bgmab abaadg bogbmgo.

H - 140, Nog-1743

M dH™3ods (Jomob bom@Babm Bobbazdgmo).
BoMRs, 536 g3n8abo s 35330b Jumgoma,
4000360, bgmob ©sbgedy bogdbmgo, badogma
Loongo. H — 132. N2g-1882

3.3mdm3dgomo. (39330 bongm (Jomos xangyco
(3033°)- Jo@oC@0, 377930, 93356gevo. 49,5X59.
Ne7-98/37

3.3m8m3z0mo. BogdoM-39n. bo@ygol go@obo.
Jomomeo, agsdo. 30,5X40. Ne7-98/25
Jogdom-3nMo 564 bo@ygol go@obs gbmeogds
Lodo@omdmmb 3dmdemgdolb mgsbdo godsmorgm
6036mdal, Lowa(s Joob 8bgagbo B3damon
653363500 Mg aby® Ladysmmb, bemmm ool
3mbBoma g0 ¢ 3domo (3bmgMgdal
LoddmEMydos. 60dbmdal obMmYmMgdalsol
FogM0b bogmgdo bGmdMmgdl HFHogogdmeao.
30D bagmGBamm. goyg, dgommo dgogs. H -
20,2,D - 19.N210-52/216

Do gods. goMhs, ysmaddstn, boMds,
mdHm839©0, ddIgb6@)0, boggMoymes dogoa,
©5Dg0bg bagbmga, 6s8sgn bomgo. H — 62. Nog-
1873

BomBRab 608430, bgmob ©obgeby bagdbmgoa.
84X56. Nog-1748

3.3m3m3z0mo. bogm@mBobm 3odab godmd@s. 1939.
Jomomeo, agodo. 38X47,5. Ne7-98/32

3.3m3m3z0mo. @gemBmab Boygzebs 5d56mdo.
1939. domomen, s330Mgmo. 31,5X41,5. N°7-98/41
Logdm@mBabm Lodbaabob gMm-gHma

> (309890 6sBoma nym ©gmPmal

3563060 3033930 (LoFn@momm 5856mdo).
3o@omdamo 103Ma30 Jommabs s 3ozl
®5bbmgdom dodyogmem dogzgda Ggdomals

o gomab (Bymoom bagbg smDdo badygg®
Rogm@ymdomoggds) aobbobm®30gmagdmo.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

3ol 539@gdo Lobabs s FosbyMob s 3gGHom
BoydemmEbyb. 539mgdl 8034393m©bgb 3o@oms
Soggdo Lodsbom gn@dmoms s dmbBadn
308m3emmo bobmgsgom, oo jo — 3o@oMdmals
©Mdomgdobe ©s bomgboggdal sdsmas.
3.3m8m3gomo. sbomzobgmo gdMogmo
3o@omdoma. domamea, dnysm, amsda. 35X17.
N°7-98/155

3.3m3m383z0m0. sbam(z0bgmo gdGogmo bgxgg.
1940. Jomameo, 5335Mgmo, goda, &da.
38,5X25. N°7-98/34

3.3mm3gomo. ggobo — 3bomgab smby@s. 1939.
Gomm, dgon. 44X53,5. Ne7-98/40

JmEBorob Bobs pmggddo 3o@smdmals
83mdmgdob mxobdo brgdmos 8obo 8bacmgals
>@bBgo @s dgxobgds. bymdadsmb, JmGBabgdals
606, 6080000930, 3o@oMdmal mygsbdo
306399mo  dmbadatammg, Hodabo ©s babodn
J90r980b (bogmEbabm bgmdg3Gmmgdal) 8gmg
33907 3Domzgol bbbl BsdmbgMwbgb. o3
mmb bGMIMgda LoBnHgdlb Bnsmmdg3wbyb
3o@omdamb ©s 0bobo(z 3bomgol bagHom
03b3b 9858 93m©s. ©s3LBMY Lobdmasmgdal
606599 godmoamo aym dogmo 8bomgo s
BobgdmEs mnmmgmoa bogma. dg8mga
J90r980b 3gmg 3390 DY BedmbgMbgb yzgme
53 Bogobes o Jomb mamgdgmgdsl. dmenmb,
3oy 3bongh o dmmARgddo aod8m33Megwbab,
35853930 (bobogmanb 3(339mgdL) 3300960696
©5 bgg30b Lobemdo 53 b5g600b496. bg3g 3535d93L
dgboda8ab gobodFggramb sdmggo.
Fo00-037mg 0. 39M(3bemo, bafmoombo.

3,5X4,5. N920-08

33 @b (603, - Lo on) asdmynbgdsls

dggmo GEo@n(300 5g3b. Bmamei(s Bgbn, Bsmdy
9@ 980bog56 ©ad(3030 Bogay®o Ggdb@gdos
Bmmogbgdemo. dognob b3nMaw BoanMamigdl
Lo@y3e do@sn, Hmgma(s 0303b 3ob Igmmdgmb.
580@m8 239mgBgdL dBmgRg domsnba(s Nbm©gdgb.
Joo0-289mgB)0. 3gM3bema, s8m@ 30560
BoBg@om. 7X6. N244-12/7
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92.

93.
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95.

96.

97.
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do@o0-539mg@0. mommbo, bsgg@o.
2dm@30g8Enmo bombgGom. N210-52/226
oBronmo-Dgsgads. s36g3dn8abs s 35830l
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bgmab abgady bogbmga, baBogMa o 33o6dm@s
bomgo. H - 61. N2g-1881

©.3399b0sb0. 3o@omdmab bymagdal dgmgdge
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bbmgomo EMM0Eb Rsgysms. mgommb
JmEB06g30b (39698mbos &oMmgds baygal
J399. Ho@oogmoE bygs 536g3xdob ob
boggfob Jumgomoal oo baggMos, HmIgmos
mob L39DYS 3oEBBamO 56 Mok 5EsT0sbL
oozl bggg-3s@omdmoabs s 8s0r 8mbIgms
®93%9 Jgogdab bsgombgol @Omb.

Joab dodsMo. gg@zbemn, oG ba, maeo,
moommbo. ggegs ((33909, ggofmema). H - 68. Nog-
1780

%080l boson. gdMamma (3089MdmsGnm. sdsEn
Lobgob ggM3bemo, JoMbbymo boggommds. N2g-1821
©-339gLosbo. 6339-RyrMBerab JgdmGogds
Lobogmasdo. Jomameo, o330 gemo. N232,5X25.
N27-98/100

353Mmomm30. 3odsmmo — 3s@oMdmab (39330
Gomm, Dgon. 53,3X66,8. N°7-98/146

3.3mdm3z0m0. sggmo — bodm@HBabm mmsbo.
1939. Borm, dgoa. 45,5X59. Ne7-98/39

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.
103.

104.

105.

106.

S0 30 3b) dxms Jgbby@-gogobyn
©oM35bab gfm-gMo gambgda bamohgdoom
©33396909e70, bgBg-RIEMBERbsngal
3563903600 gozGmo o6 Jbmgamgdobsgsb
35399980 3506, ImBomenm mmabo

0y 8obdo goboogbgdamo @ob@oo.

moobob dgbobgmymb bobogmanwsb
dm@oboemo M3gbndg Imdsmammo gofos
3gmbs Rodmgamgdygmo. sgms dbmemme
sbagzobobogol nygm @oedsbsbosmgdgmo.
65B65%0. 5369330b 608mdn. mdGHmdbmgama,
bgmob abgady bogbmga. 225X35. N2g-1741
B0 3ods (Jorol bogmEBobm @obba38gma).
BB, 35380b Jbmgomoa, mdMmd 390,
5869330l dogga, bgemol obasbg bagdbmgo,
6080a60 boongn.  H—140.N210-52/24
3.3mdm3g0ma. 3533300 odagds. 1939.
Jomameo, gyodo. 38X52. Ne7-98/24

3.3mdm3g0ma. 353330 Bobrabazzgomsm Baygebs
bobogmasdo.

1939. Bomm, dgon. 50,5X43. Ne7-98/12
90Ed9mmemgol gfHm-gMon 360d36gmmgabo
GMo0(3055 dognl odswgdob 3gM3zg mgl
bobogmasdo Bobawa(33900b Mo mamals
badgndme Ro@omMgds, HmBgma(s gdMsogma
bobob 89O @006 3o3d0Mb aobsbobogmgdl.
0.339gb0sba. Babss(33900 bobogmasdn

domndal 306in. boggMwal, s36g3m8abs o
35380b Jbmgamo, oo, mdHma 3gen, boMds
5 boggfMemmes dogn, mdmma3gmal gfgbomaa,
6080a360 boogon. 56X50,5. N210-52/1465

dom0dab 3060, boggMmabs s 35330l Jumgoma,
mdHm33900b gFgboey@o, 6o8sg Mo 3dnggdo,
53(m035(300, 6535360 bomgo s 3dagyHo
Bogomgmds. 62X44.

N210-52/1468

©.339gbosbo. cm(330 bobogmasda. Gomm,
bgoa. 70X100,3. N27-98/127

3ommbgBo — bgggFMomEal oMol goms.
boggMoobs s 35360 Jumgamo, mdmma g0,

107.

108.

109.

110.

11,

113.

6080360 > m3bMogo bomgo. 144X124. N210-
52/109

3ommbg@o — bgggFommEal goMmomal oM.
08693930b Jbmgamo s dogn, BoMRo,
mdem3 3o, 6odsga s mmabmoga bomga.
186X113. N210-52/108

3.3mdmagnmoa. bgMgdo — sbomgds. Jomommo,
a0do, mogdo. 50X36. N°7-98/14

©.33909b0sb0. 5650530l dg8mga. Boram, bgoma.
50,1X40. N27-98/139

3.3mdm3goema. Jobombgmgdals Jn@obyggs
(bggdmonb Eemgbobbaygma). 1938. Jomsmeo,
aad0, mogo. 30,5X41. N27-98/41

by gmonb (bgde — 0gnom. gofago) 330mm0sbals
gbobBaymmo 3mbgb 0g ga303@gweb
35dmygebomo gdMogmo bambol 1osdbmda
b9&0omabos ©s 08 Jomggdal Loddmenms,
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3gbobab Mgomasbo emgbabBaymo
139390609385 8mbgb og® 93Gogmgdal
a53my306sb 93303006, bowsz 0bobo
mobabB0sb 8mbmdsdn 08ymygdmwbgb. 58
mgbabbonmb gsbbognm®gdamo sggzommgs
573L o gfab gomsgabaymgdol boddmenms.
xgbobob 3oMgge medgb bHmegds bywogMob
Go@oma (bopmgbobBasmmm Lo8dmmama
306330l gnENbgzo).

bbb Lobobmmy. Moy, fgogs. H-28,5 L -
23.N210-52/217
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&omm, Dgoo. 61,1X47,3. N27-98/135

bobgyds gfo-gfma gdggmgbo ob@mEogmo
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35356 %3985L, Gmgbaz oo dg. b. 165 Bgmlb
LgmY3300980L JogM 3yHmdamo 0g@baemadaly
&odoM0 ©ondMbgl. 396dbgdals Bogm Bodorbum
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Db M3 ey 96 B8 Moms. sd0@ma
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3obmamDg) M3 @@ob 3o63s3mmdada sbmgdgb
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98/13

Lgdmaab emgbabbogmob dmemm omy
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Flasks. Glass.

GNM. JM. 1-1961:3538; 1-1961:3542; 1-1961:3540;
1-1961:3539.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N193. 1%
century.

Heights (H): 7.4 cm; 11.8 cm; 6.2 cm; 7.2 cm.
Flasks. Glass.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3617; 1-1962:3615; 1-1961:3544;
1-1961:3579; 1-1961:3555.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N193 (NN7,9).
1 century.

Heights (H): 4.5 cm; 5cm; 11 cm; 4.2 cm; 3.5 cm.

10-16.Miniature Flasks. Glass.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3883; 1-1962:3889; 1-1962:3886;
1-1962:3888; 1-1962:3884; 1-1962:3885;
1-1962:3887.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N230. 1+
century.

H:4.2 cm; 2.3 cm; 3.3 cm; 3.7 cm; 4 cm; 4 cm; 3.7
cm.

17-20.Flasks. Glass.

24,

24,

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3897; 1-1962:3899; 1-1962:98;
1-1962:3882. Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave
N230. 1% century.

H:7.8 cm; 6 cm; 6.5 cm; 4.5 cm.

21-23. Flasks. Glass.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3880; 1-1962:3881; 1-1962:3882.
Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N230. 1%
century.

H:13cm; 13 cm; 15.2 cm.

Bottle. Glass.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3890.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N230. 1+
century.

H:19.5 cm.

Ungventarium. Ceramic.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3879.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N230. 1%
century.

H:22 cm.

26-31.Miniature Flasks. Glass.

72

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3891; 1-1962:3893; 1-1962:3892;

32-35.

36.

37-41.

42-44,

45-50.

51.

52.

53.

1-1962:3894; 1-1962:3896; 1-1962:3895.
Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), grave N230. 1%
century.

H:4 cm; 3.3 cm;4cm; 3.5cm; 3.2cm; 3.1 cm.
Ceramic vessels.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3870; 1-1962:3871; 1-1962:3609;
1-1961:3578.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), graves N230
(NN32,33) and N193. 1% century.

H:15.5cm; 18 cm; 16 sm; 6 cm.

Impression of signet ring bearing a Hebrew
inscription.

GNM. JM. Glyptic depository. Ne1016

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), graves N167. 3"
century.

H:15.5cm; 18 cm; 16 sm; 6 cm.

“Testimony” is written on the seal.

Beads. Amber, gagate, rock crystal, cornelian, glass.
GNM. JM. 1-1961:3569; 1-1961:3570.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), graves N193. 1%
century.

Beads. Cornelian, glass, ceramic.

GNM. JM. 1-1962:3612.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), graves N193. 1%
century.

Pendants. Amber.

GNM. JM. 1-1961:3567; 1-1961:3568; 1-1961:3569;
1-1961:3570.

Urbnisi cemetery (Shida Kartli), graves N193. 1+
century.

The tomb stele with Hebrew epitaph.

GNM. JM. Lapidarium. N2150.

Mtskheta. Samtavro cemetery. 2"-5% cc

H. 83 cm, W. 50-35 cm, Th. 12 cm.

“Joseph bar Khazan and his brother Shallom” are
mentioned.

The tomb stele with Hebrew epitaph.

GNM. JM. Lapidarium. Ne3.

Mtskheta. Samtavro cemetery. 2"-5% cc

H.67 cm, W. 62 cm, Th. 25 cm.

“Father Jehudah, nicknamed Gurk”is mentioned.
Amulet with Hebrew inscription. Gold.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Didi Mtskheta State Archaeological Reservation-

Museum. 01-6-VIII-1437.

Mtskheta. Building N1. 5" century.

H.5.8 cm, W. 2.8 cm, weight 0.835 g.

The Hebrew Pentateuch (Lailashi Bible). Parchment.
National Center of Manuscripts. Hebr. N3

Lailashi. Lechkhumi. X-XI centuries.

Dimensions of folio: 45cm x 39cm.

Spade like object - Batillum. Bronze.

Georgian National Museum (GNM.). The
Sh.Amiranashvili Museum of Fine Arts (FA.). A
125:2610.

Dedoplis Gora (Shida Kartli).

1 century.

Length (L) 30.4 cm. Width (W.) 9.2 cm.

Spade like object - Batillum. Bronze.

GNM.FA. A 125:2610.

Dedoplis Gora (Shida Kartli).

1t century.

L. 30.6 cm. Width (W.) 12.5 cm.

Tallit bag. Velvet, cotton, gold thread. H - 62,5, L -
41,8

Tallit — prayer shawls for men.

Religious Calendar. Torah-shield. Metal, coinage. H -
29,5.N°10-52/230

At the bottom, in the middle position, is situated a
square metal box. Seven sheets of metal, with Jewish
writing on, are inside it.

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet and cotton, gold thread.
51X3,5.N-1701

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet and cotton, gold thread.
49X3,5. Ne-1700

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, silk thread, knotty em-
broidery. 55X3,5. N°-1712

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, silk thread, knotty and
double fixed embroidery. 55X3,5.

Ne1705

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, cotton thread, embroi-
dery. 45X3..N%-1713

Ribbons for chikhti. Velvet, gold thread, relief fixed
embroidery. 46X5. Ne-1704

Galloon, ribbon. silk, calico, gold thread, double em-



66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

broidery. H - 203, L - 7,1. N°-110-52/134

Ribbon (used as a dress ornament, detail). Brocade,
muslin, gold thread, relief fixed embroidery. H - 74,
L-16,5..N2-10-52/123

Waistcoat. Velvet, sateen, gold thread, lace, fixed and
knotty embroidery. H - 30. N°-1869

Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo (group dance of
women).1940. Cardboard, colourful pencil. 19X24,5.
N97-98/38

D. Gvelesiani. The Jewish bride. Paper, water-colour.
Ne7-98/97

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Akhaltsikhe.
Paper, cardboard, colourful pencils, indian ink,
graphity pencil. 26,5X14,5. N°7-98/31

Socks. Silk and cotton thread, knitted with stiks. H —
45.N°-1728

Woman's shoes. Silk, caliko, leather, gold thread, re-
lief fixed embroidery. N210-52/63

Golden dress (The bride’s wedding dress). Brocade,
silk and caliko textile, knitted on the hand weaving
loom. H - 124. N21885

Akhalukhi for women. Brocade, silk and cotton
textile, ribbon, knitted on the hand weaving loom.
H - 140.N21743

Golden dress (The bride’s wedding dress). Brocade,
silk and caliko textile, knitted on the hand weaving
loom. H - 132. N21882

Sh. Koboshvili. Dance Saivo (group dance of
women). Paper, gouache, water-colour. 49,5X59.
N°7-98/37

Sh. Koboshvili. Sugar and Bread. Engagement.
30,5X40. Ne 7-98/25

Sugar and bread is the ceremony of engagement
at the bride’s parents’home, over a special meal of
bread and sugar, with sweets and “khada” (pastry).
The Sugar cone symbolizes the sweetness of life.
After the ceremony the sugar cone is shared among
the guests.

Wedding vase. Mixed metal, coinage. H - 20,2, d -
19.N210-52/216

Blouse. Brocade, galoon, gold and velvet thread,
fixed embroidery, knitted on the weaving loom. H

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

-62.N21873

Pattern of brocade. Knitted on the hand weaving
loom.84X56. N21748

Sh. Koboshvili. Pattering of a wedding dress. Paper,
gouache. 38X47,5 N27-98/32

Sh. Koboshvili. Taking the bride to the bath-house.
31,5X41,5. N°7-98/41

The important moment of the wedding preparation
included taking a bride to the bath-house and rising
her in Mikveh (ritual bath-house) for the ritual of
Tebila (the process of dipping in the pool’s water).
The bride was proceeded by playing Ashugi, Sazi
and Tchianuri (Musical instruments). The group of
boys were carring the bath-equipment and provi-
sion (wrapped in bundles). The bride maides, sisters
and relatieves were following them.

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish bride from Aklaltsikhe.
Paper, cardboard, gouach. 35X17. N°7-98/155

Sh. Koboshvili. The Jewish groom from Akhaltsikhe.
1940. Paper, water-colour, gouache, Indian ink.
38,5X25. N°7-98/34

Sh. Koboshvili. Jayzy - The inventory of trousseau.
44X53,5. N°7-98/40

Several days beforehand, it was a rule to estimate
and make a detailed description of the dowry
belonging to the bride, at her home with the at-
tendance of her patents. Thursday, before “Huppah”
(the wedding ceremony) in the afternoon at bride’s
home, a group of public leaders (Including a judge, a
Rabi, Khakham) was gathering. According to the tra-
dition, they used to make a detailed list (on the sec-
ond page of the wedding act), in order to numerate
the trousseau. During that process, the bride’s guests
were to gift her various kinds of presents, which
were added to the total list. The whole amount of
the dowry was spread out in front of the society,
who were making detail estimation of each object.
Finally they were bundled and given to “shamashes”
(the Synagogue guard) and sent to the groom’s
house. He, by himself, was to pay to “Shamashes” for
their service.

Amulet. 3,5X4,5. Silver, sard. N°20.08
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The using of amulets has an old tradition. They con-
sists of the magic words, moost of all “shaday’, which
defence its owner from the misfortune.

Amulet. Silver. 7X6. N°44-12/7

Amulet (Shaday). Metal, velvet. N°10-52/226
Blouse. Silk and cotton textile, silk thread, double
embroidery, knitted on the hand weaving loom.
H-55.N21878

Blouse (Ichlugi). Silk and cotton textile, ribbon, gold
thread, metal, fixed and knotty embroidery, knitted
on the hand weaving loom. H - 61. N21881

D. Gvelesiani. Colouring the bride’s hands. Oil on
canvas. 93,6X124,6. N°7-98/132

D. Gvelesiani. Khupa - ritual of wedding ceremony.
Qil on canvas. 70,3X100,5. N°7-98/128

Despite the fact that the Jews of different countries
obtain their own wedding traditions and customs
the “Ketubah”is the most essential one for all of
them. It represents a special written on paper or
oil-paper, decorated wedding act. This tradition was
founded in the ancient times. The ceremony, itself,
takes place under “Khupah”. According to the tradi-
tions “Khupa”is a large piece of cloth material, re-
vented with silk and velvet, which is laid on the four
columns or is held by four people, above the bride-
groom and their maids, while reading “Ketubah”.
Woman'’s belt. Silver, turquoise, ruby, metal coinage.
H - 68.N21780

Pocket watch. With the Hebrew clock-dial. Silver,
fabric work. N°1821

D. Gvelesiani. Leading of the bridegroom round in
the Synagogue. Paper, water-colour. N932,5X25. N°7-
98/100

Gabrielov. Kabaluli - bride’s dance. Oil on canvas.
53,3X66,8. N27-98/146

Sh. Koboshvili. Ajla - wedding room. 1939. oil on
canvas. 45,5X59. N°7-98/39

This tradition is connected only with Akhaltsikhe
region’s inhabitants. “Ajilak’, “Ajla” was a special sofa,
situated in the corner of the Meskhuri - Javakhuri
designed hall, and was covered and adorned with
carpets and belonged to the bride-groom. For
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Jews of Akhaltsikhe, “Ajla” could have been made of
wooden boards or clothe material.

Pattern of silk. Golden textile, knitted on the hand
weaving loom. 225X35. N21741

Golden dress (The bride’s wedding dress). Golden
textile, coarse calico, silk thread, fixed embroidery,
knitted on the hand weaving loom. H - 140. N210-
52/24

Sh. Koboshvili. A birth of a child. 1939. Paper,
gouache. 38X52. N°7-98/24

Sh. Koboshvili. Taking a child for circumcision to the
Synagogue. 50,5X43. N°7-98/12

The birth of a child in the Jewish families is one of
the important traditions. The eight-day-old boy
arrives with his parents to the Synagogue to be for-
mally inducted into the covenant of God.

D. Gvelesiani. Circumcision in the Synagogue. Oil on
canvas. 70X100,3. N°7-98/127

Pillow cloth. Velvet, silk and linen textile, gold, braid
and velvet thread.56X50,5. N°10-52/146a

Pillow cloth. Velvet and linen textile, gold and braid
thread, golden galoon, fixed beads. 62X44. N°10-
52/146b

D.Gvelelsiani. Prayer in the Synagogue. Oil on can-
vas. 70X100,3. N°7-98/137

Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain. Velvet, sateen and calico
textile, gold thread, fixed embroidery. 144X124.
Ne10-52/109

Parokhet. Torah Ark curtain. Silk, brocade, silk and
gold thread, fixed embroidery. 186X113. N210-
52/108

Sh. Koboshvili. Kherem - anathema. Paper, gouach,
lacquer. 50X36. N°7-98/14

D. Gvelesiani. After anathema. Oil on canvas.
50,1X40. N°7-98/139

Sh. Koboshvili. The prayer of the missionaries. Feast
of Sukkot. 30,5X41. Ne7-98/41

The seven-day-lasted “Sukkot” saint holiday is the
symbol of wandering the Jews, exodus from Egypt,
leaded by Moses in through the desert.”Sukah”in
Hebrew language means “a tent’, which is put up

in the yard of Synagogue. “Sukah”is the symbol of
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those tents, where Jewish people had to live for 40
years in the desert “Sukah” inevitable has to be deco-
rated with symbolic sanctified plants and different
sorts of fruit.

D. Gvelesiani. Hagada — Pesach night. Oil on canvas.
65,2X50,1. N°7-98/133

An eight day long feast of Pesach is connected with
the exodus of Jews from Egypt, leaded by Moses,
where they had spent four hundred years in slavery.
This holiday is very remarkable and it symbolizes
the emancipation of the nation. At the first night of
Pesach the ritual of Seder is held (consecration of
festive, symbolic supper).

Khanukha candlestick. Mixed metal, coinage. H -
28,5, L-23.N°10-52/217

D. Gvelesiani. Lightening of Khanuha candles. Oil on
canvas. 61,1X47,3. N°7-98/135

Khanuka is one of the most ancient holidays and is
connected wiith the victory of Makkabiens when

in the year 165 BC they returned the Temple of
Jerusalem conquered by Selevkids. In the temple
defiled by the Greeks, there was only a day amount
of saint-oil left, “Menorah” the candlestick (consisted
of seven candles) was lit by means of it. It took eight
days to distillate of oil. But the miracle happened
and candles were hot blown off for eight days sharp.
That is why, Khanukah is also called as the feast of
Light. And traditionally during the eight days, the
candles are constantly lit. (By means of one addition-
al (extra) candle, they add one candle a day).
Sh.Koboshvili. Slaughtering poultry according to
religious rules. 70,5X101. N°7-98/5

The painting reflects two connected events - lead-
ing round “the kaparah”and slaughtering a hen.
Before the celebration of the holiday “kipur’, the be-
lievers Jews in order to penance their sins, they were
obliged to lead round the “kaparah” (a hen or a cock),
afterwords they were to give it to the Khakham or
to the poor man. The ritual was to be performed
according to the definite religious rules and tradi-
tions. For the Jews it was edible, if it was killed by
“Shokhet”. He must have been taught specially for
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the occupation and role.

D.Gvelesiani. Shokhet - Slaughtering poultry. Paper,
water-colour. 44X65. N°7-98/138

Bagdadi. Silk, knitted on the hand weaving loom,
printed. 75X70. N°1749

Sh. Koboshvili. Exposing The Torah scrolls in the
Synagogue. Paper, gouache. 26,5X40,5. N¢7-98/13
The last day of Sukkot is crowned with celebration
of Simhat-Torah feast. After finishing of last page
of Torah, scrolls are taken out of the special built-in
closet

(which are built in the walls of the Synagogue

in order to keep the scrolls inside. They face to-
wards Jerusalem). The scrolls are led around the
Synagogue accompained with cheering Jews.
Afterwards the scrolls are kept in Arc for a year.
Covering of Torah scroll. Brocade, calico, gold
thread, knitted on the weaving loom. 57X36. N210-
52/66

Torah scroll. Wood, paper. N°162-13/2

The SeferTorah (the scroll of Torah) is the most im-
portant religious, saint object of the Synagogue. As
arule, it is wrapped in specially-made clothe and is
ended with a crown.

The crowns of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H - 44.
N210-52/211

Rimonim - Finial of Torah, it means pomegranates
in Hebrew, which reminds you the shape of initial
crown.

The crown of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H — 44,4.
Ne10-52/214

The crown of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H - 38.
Ne10-52/215

The crown of Torah scroll. Copper, coinage. H - 32,5.
Ne10-52/211

The crown symbolically emphasises the grandeur
and importance of the Torah. The tradition of deco-
rating Torah, crowned started in the middle ages.

It is often decorated with marvelouse and brilliant
coinage - based on Jewish motivations handwrit-
ings, with the representations of animals and other
tipes of ornaments. The crown is equipped with
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bells and announcethe appearance of Torah.

Sh. Koboshvili. The worshipping to the Bible of Breti.
Paper, gouache, water-colour. 40X60. N27-98/17
Medieval manuscript written on parchment, the
miraculous cult of “The Bible of Breti”is connected
with the Jews from the village Breti. After losing it,
the worshipping object the printed version of the
Bible, which belonged to the Avalishvilis by the
representatives of the Davarashvilis. Due to this fact,
it wasrenamed as “Davaraant Bible” or “Suramian”
Bible. One of the servant of the Synagogue, took care
of it. When a sick person, or visitors used to enter a
place,he made them stroke the surface of the Bible,
with closed eyes and read a line. This process was
considered to be the special treatment, owing to its
miraculous features.

Sh. Koboshvili. Supplicating for the Bible of Breti.
Cardboard, Indian ink, pencil. 23,5X30,5. N°7-98/56
D. Gvelesiani. Threatment by the Bible of Breti. Oil on
wood. 61,3X40,3. N°7-98/70

D. Gvelesiani. Prayer against the drought. Paper,
water-colour. 27,7X41. N°7-98/67

D. Gvelesiani. A legend about the Bible of Lailashi. Oil
on canvas. 30X43,3. N97-98.67

Bible of Lailashi represents a handwriting version of
Torah, accompained with comments and colourful
geometrical decorative figures. Nowadays it is saved
at National Centre of Manuscripts, as well as the
Bible of Breti. The manuscript is written on parch-
ment and is the text of Pentateuch together with
Masorah. A palaeographic analysis of the manuscript
makes it possible to suggest that the the manu-
script belongs to the X-XI centuries.

From the point of view of of the writing of the
consonantal text the Thilisi Codex is one of the best
among the manuscripts known up to present.

It is said to have the magic power and miraculous
features. It became the main worship item of the the
both Jews and Georgians. And according to the leg-
end, the Bible of Lailashi was brought to Georgia on
the Angels’ wimgs.
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